
 
 

 
 

Richard Thripp (DEM) 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - DISTRICT 6 

 

DO YOU SUPPORT OR OPPOSE… 

ABORTION FUNDING BAN: Maintaining the prohibition on the use of federal funds to 
pay for or provide insurance coverage for elective abortions? 

OPPOSE 

Optional Comments: Although I'm a pro-choice Democrat, I emphasize that Democratic policies would actually reduce the number of abortions that 
occur, many of which are for financial reasons. We are not caring for our children, our sick, our needy, nor the future of the earth. This must change. I 
am sympathetic to Dr. John Rock's argument in favor of contraception, as were many Catholics of that time, although the 1968 Humanae Vitae papal 
encyclical denounced it. 

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE: Preserving the state option for Medicaid expansion, which 
would allow Florida to expand coverage in the future? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: I support universal healthcare for all Americans. I want Florida to expand Medicaid to the 800,000 Floridians who should have 
been covered since January 1, 2014. I will co-sponsor legislation to incentivize this expansion by allowing the federal matching rate to be backdated 
as 100% instead of 90% as it is now under the ACA. 

CONSUMER PROTECTION: Capping the interest rate on consumer credit loans (e.g., 
payday loans and vehicle title loans) at 36%? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: Extremely high interest rates are usurious. The wealthy do not pay such outrageous rates. I also support a black-box warning on 
the Florida lottery and others saying something along the lines of "the more you play, the more you will lose." 

DEATH PENALTY REPEAL: Repealing the federal government’s use of the death 
penalty? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: We don't need to execute prisoners. It's backward and wrong. 

ENVIRONMENT: Investing federal funds in renewable energy innovation to mitigate harm 
to the natural environment? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: Yes. The climate crisis is already affecting Florida severely. We need to end fracking and subsidies for fossil fuels. We need to 
invest in clean energy. It will spread worldwide if we show leadership on this. My wife and I have a 1-year-old son and we are so worried for his future 
and other kids like him. 

GUN CONTROL: Restricting access to firearms by requiring universal background 
checks? 

SUPPORT 

 

HUMAN SEXUALITY: Maintaining currently protected classes of individuals without 
adding new ones based on “sexual orientation” and “gender identity”? 

OPPOSE 

Optional Comments: I have many friends who are third gender, transgendered, et cetera. They have a hard enough time as it is with discrimination 
and ridicule. They deserve equal protection. 

IMMIGRATION: Achieving comprehensive reforms that offer a path to citizenship for the 
undocumented who live in the U.S. and do not have a criminal record, expand family 
reunification and worker visas, secure our borders, and establish humane enforcement? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: I cannot understand the Republican party's position on this, particularly with so many Republicans being Christians. What 
difference does it make that I was born in Daytona Beach, versus being brought here as a toddler? 



INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE: Maintaining funding for U.S. international humanitarian 
and development assistance, which currently represents 1% of the federal budget? 

SUPPORT 

Optional Comments: We need to put more money into USAID, our State Department, and diplomacy. Our military is not the solution for everything. 

PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT: Providing individuals and businesses federal tax credits 
for donations to state-based scholarship programs for K-12 education? 

OPPOSE 

Optional Comments: We have many fine Catholic schools in this area, such as Father Lopez in Daytona Beach, but remember that so many children 
do not get the opportunity to attend. We need to fully fund public education and ensure all children get an uplifting and engaging experience in public 
school. This is very important to me, as I am a teacher educator and Education PhD graduate of UCF. 

 


