
 

Legislative Jargon 
 

Act: An act is a bill which has been approved by both houses of the legislature and has become law either with or 
without the Governor’s signature.  
 
Adjournment: The recess of a legislative house until a later stated time or until the time fixed by its rules for 
reconvening. Sine die, Latin for without day. The motion to "adjourn sine die" is the last action of a session of the 
legislature. Each house adjourns after its daily session and adjourns sine die at the end of each session. 
 
Amendment: A change to proposed bill. Sometimes a substitute amendment is offered, and sometimes there are 
amendments to the amendment.  
 
Analysis: A written report of a bill, written by the committee staff to which the bill is assigned, often called “the 
staff analysis.”  
 
Bill: A proposed act filed in either house of the legislature. Bills are given a number. 
 HB = House Bill, an odd number in the House of Representatives 
 SB = Senate Bill, an even number in the Senate 
 PCB = Proposed Committee Bill, is given to bills proposed by a committee 

CS = Committee Substitute, prefix for a bill that has been amended in committee and becomes the new 
version of the bill. 
Engrossed bill (E1, 1st Eng., E2, 2nd Eng., etc.) = The version of a measure that incorporates adopted floor 
amendments.  
Enrolled bill (ER) = A Senate or House measure approved by both houses and signed by the legislative 
officers, which is sent to the Governor for action. 
Reported Favorably = receives a favorable vote by the committee 

 TP’ed = Temporarily Postponed 
 Laid on table = a request to not consider a bill any further 

Died in committee = bill voted (reported) unfavorably in committee, and may not be heard again that 
session, unless a: 

 Motion to reconsider the vote is voiced by a dissenting voter.  
 
Calendar: Includes an updated list of bills filed, committee meetings schedules, and bills to be heard that week. 
The Special Order Calendar lists bills to be heard by the full House or Senate on a particular day. Bill stages 
include: first reading (introduction and referral to committee(s), second reading, “roll over to second,” and third 
reading, “roll over to third” (final passage or rejection). Separate calendars are printed by each chamber. 
 
Caucus: A meeting of legislators belonging to the same political party or having some other major common 
concern, often used as voting blocks (all voting the same way) for major legislation which addresses strongly held 
common concerns.  
 
Chamber: The chamber is where all Senators or Representatives convene (4th floor capitol). The term is used for 
either Senate or House of Representatives, i.e. “both houses.” A legislator wanting to address the chamber at 
length, rather than speaking briefly from his desk, requests permission from the presiding officer to approach the 
well (below and in front of the presiding officer’s desk). The chamber is guarded and admittance is select for 
security purposes. Visitors may view and listen to proceedings from the gallery on the fifth floor of the capitol.  
 
 



 
Committees: Much of legislative work is done by committees, which call witnesses, allow testimony, consider 
alternative language, and amend bills. Types of committees in Florida’s legislature: (1) select, or interim – a 
committee appointed for a special and temporary purpose; (2) conference – appointed to reconcile differences 
between House and Senate versions of bills; (3) standing – given a continuing responsibility over legislation 
covering specific subject matters. (e.g., criminal justice, health care, education); and (4) subcommittee - a 
committee within a full committee, which makes recommendations to the full committee. 
 
Constituent: A resident in an elected official's district. 
 
Floor: Synonymous with Chamber or “in session.” Floor action suggests consideration by the entire Senate or 
House rather than committee action. 
 
Journal: The official record of proceedings. Each chamber issues its own journal. Accurate lists of amendments 
and recorded votes are printed, including substitute amendments, amendments to the amendment, and so forth.  
 
Law: An act becomes a law when the Governor either approves it or fails to sign or veto it within the period 
specified in the State Constitution. An act can also become a law when a subsequent legislature overrides a veto 
by the Governor. While the legislature is in session, the constitution allows a 7-day period following presentation 
of a bill to the Governor within which to sign or veto the bill. If the legislature adjourns sine die before an act is 
presented to the Governor or while an act is in the Governor’s possession, the Governor has 15 days following the 
date of presentation in which to take action. 
 
Message: An official communication between the two chambers or between the Governor and the Legislature; 
recorded in the Journal. 
 
President of the Senate: The presiding officer of the Senate, having been designated by the majority party in 
caucus and then elected by the full membership of the Senate for a term of two years at the organization session. 
 
Quorum: The State Constitution requires a majority of the members elected to a house to be present for the 
transacting of legislative business. 
 
Session: (1) Meetings of the legislature, convened as regular, special, extended, or organization sessions, or (2) 
daily meetings of either chamber (the full House or the full Senate body) of the legislature. In an organization 
session, the legislature convenes for the sole purpose of organizing and electing officers. Normally, no legislation 
is considered during an organization session.  
 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
The presiding officer of the House of Representatives, having been designated by the majority party in caucus and 
then elected by the body for a term of two years at the organization session. 
 
Sponsor: The legislator who introduces a bill and guides it through the legislative process. Sometimes committees 
sponsor bills. Often legislator bills have several co-sponsors. A legislator can add his or her name as a co-sponsor 
of a bill whenever it is amended, and passed to the next committee.  
 
Voice Vote / Board Vote: The chair of a committee, House speaker, or Senate President may call for a voice vote 
by saying “all in favor, say aye” etc., especially for votes on issues which legislators do not want a record of their 
individual votes. On a board vote, (and final passage) the legislator presses a button at his desk to light either a 
green (yea) or red (nay) which records the vote electronically.  
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