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STATEMENT ON ROE V. WADE 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN LIFE 

January 22, 2022 

On this tragic 49th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade that legalized abortion and 
stripped the unborn of their fundamental right to life, we mourn the heartbreaking loss of over 62 million victims. 
The Catholic Church stands emphatically and unreservedly for the rights of the unborn. We look forward with the 
hope that God will soon bring our nation to a profound awareness of the dignity of human life and a recognition 
that all lives deserve protection under the law. 

We are especially encouraged that the U.S. Supreme Court has heard arguments in the Mississippi abortion 
case, Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. This case addresses whether banning abortions after 
15 weeks gestation is constitutional. Although difficult to predict, this could very well be the case that overturns 
Roe entirely or in part. We are steadfast in praying that there will be a monumental shift in the Court’s abortion 
precedent in favor of protecting unborn children. We entreat the faithful to commit to daily prayer and fasting 
along with other believers across the country for a decision that honors the sanctity of unborn life through the 
Pray for Dobbs campaign (www.prayfordobbs.com).  

We also remain hopeful that the Florida Supreme Court will have an opportunity to reconsider its 1989 ruling that 
interpreted our state constitution’s privacy clause to find a right to abortion in Florida. We are closely following a 
case currently on appeal, Gainesville Woman Care, LLC v. State of Florida, addressing the constitutionality of a 
common-sense Florida law requiring a 24-hour reflection period prior to abortion. Though this good law is being 
challenged on the basis that it violates the state constitutional right to privacy, we pray for a judicial outcome that 
upholds the pro-life law so that women have more time to deliberate undergoing an abortion. Additionally, we 
urge Florida’s Agency for Healthcare Administration to strengthen enforcement of existing abortion regulations. 

As a Church, we are committed to accompanying all women, including those experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies or considering abortion. One way that we have been serving pregnant women and their families is 
through the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ initiative Walking with Moms in Need, which connects 
parishioners with volunteer opportunities at community pregnancy resource centers. We wholeheartedly support 
this ministry that offers tangible, life-affirming support for vulnerable families – fathers, mothers and their babies. 
As Pope Francis has said, “And among the most fragile are children who do not see the light because their 
mothers suffer economic, social and cultural conditioning that drives them to give up that wonderful gift that is 
the birth of a child.” (Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Hospital of the Innocents Institute, May 2019) 

The Church seeks to be a beacon in a dark world and desires to serve as a field hospital to all who are 
contemplating or have been harmed by abortion. Even while we recommit to highlighting the great good in 
embracing life so that abortion is unthinkable, may the Lord continually renew our collective passion to advocate 
for the protection of unborn children from harm. We ask that the Lord would guide and strengthen our elected 
and appointed officials in Florida and pray that the legislative and judicial branches at both the state and federal 
levels come to respect the sacredness of each human life, including the unborn. Let us continue to fight for a 
culture of life in all spheres so that our society may appreciate the truth that every person—no matter their size, 
ability, or location—is worthy and worth protecting. 

Most Rev. Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami

Most Rev. Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach

Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice

Most Rev. John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando

Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine

Most Rev. Gregory L. Parkes
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Most Rev. William A. Wack, C.S.C.
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Most Rev. Enrique E. Delgado
Archdiocese of Miami
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Responding to the Challenge of Abortion in Florida on the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Life: A Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 

January 22, 2021 

The Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling usurped the proper role of legislators and imposed an extreme 
abortion regime that has contributed to the polarization that has divided us as a nation and further wounded our 
society by ending over 61 million lives. Its trauma affects the web of social relationships that form families and society. 
Disregard for unborn life too often has poisoned political discourse and coarsened our mutual respect. It also 
undermines our appreciation for the value of every person, especially those who are vulnerable. 

The January 6 invasion of the U.S. Capitol by lawbreaking rioters shocked and upset all Americans. Hopefully this 
sad event will only be a footnote in history of our nation’s democracy. If we are to escape the benighted tribalism of 
those blinded by outrage, we need to move beyond this polarization. 

We applaud policy efforts in Congress and in our state legislature to mitigate harm from wrongly decided court rulings 
that paved the way to abortion even to hours before birth. Thus, here in Florida, we are grateful for Senator Kelli 
Stargel’s and Representative Erin Grall’s leadership in passing legislation that requires parental consent before a 
minor can have an abortion. For over thirty years, the shadow of the In Re: TW case, invalidating a previous parental 
consent law, has hung over Florida. We are relieved that this common-sense measure has been restored in law.  

At the same time, late-term abortions are disproportionately taking place in Florida. Over 900 abortions after 20 weeks 
gestation were reported in 2019. We anticipate supporting bills to prohibit abortion after 20 weeks gestation, since 
research shows that unborn children have the capacity to feel pain. As we work for the day that abortion is no longer 
legal – or conceivable – we will support such incremental improvements in the law that limit abortion’s harms. As 
Catholics and as citizens, we will continue to make our proposals on the right to life and dignity of every human being 
from conception to natural death. Trusting in the power of the truth to prevail, we commit ourselves to dialogue in 
good faith with all our fellow citizens. 

During this COVID-19 pandemic, the world’s attention has understandably turned to vaccine development. We are 
grateful that vaccines have been developed at “warp speed,” and we encourage everyone, especially those who are 
vulnerable or risk exposing the vulnerable to infection, be vaccinated when the vaccines are available to them. The 
vaccines currently being used are not ethically or morally problematic.1,2 

The last year has been filled with unique challenges for many members of our community, particularly women facing 
unplanned pregnancies. It heartens us that people of goodwill from our parishes are participating in the Walking with 
Moms in Need initiative of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, which invites us to serve pregnant women and 
their families through pregnancy resource centers within our communities. Our vision for an ever more robust culture 
of life includes support for women in choosing life for their unborn children and assistance to parents in caring for 
their children with access to just wages, affordable housing, and health care. While abortion is a preeminent priority, 
we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life. 

Our prayers and our ministries are here to accompany mothers and others experiencing difficulties. Throughout 
Scripture, we see that crises purified individuals and communities. May these current trials reawaken our state and 
our country to an increased awareness of the value of the gift of human life and promote genuine solidarity. 

Most Rev. Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami

Most Rev. Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach

Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice

Most Rev. John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando

Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine

Most Rev. Gregory L. Parkes
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Most Rev. William A. Wack, C.S.C.
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Most Rev. Enrique E. Delgado
Archdiocese of Miami

1 U.S. Bishop Chairmen for Pro-Life and Doctrine Address Ethical Concerns on the New COVID-19 Vaccines, December 14, 2020. 
2 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Note on the morality of using some anti-Covid-19 vaccines, no. 3, December 21, 2020. 
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Renewed Call to a Culture of Life on the Tragic Anniversary of Roe v. Wade: 
A Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 

January 22, 2020 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

January 22, 2020 marks a sad anniversary: the U.S. Supreme Court’s tragic decision legalizing the 
deliberate taking of unborn human life through elective abortion. Judicial sanction of the termination of 
life in the womb seen by some as a “right” is a “wrong” that for 47 years has coarsened hearts and 
darkened minds. Today, after more than 60 million abortions, there is less regard for all human life as 
society discards those deemed inconvenient because of age, infirmity or any other reason. 

This past year, in one of the most polarized political environments experienced in recent history, we were 
appalled that some states sought to strengthen laws that permit abortions even to the moment of birth. 
We also saw the U.S. Congress fail repeatedly to consider protections that ensure infants who survive 
abortion receive proper medical care.  

Yet, amid this darkness, signs of hope remain, and good and courageous acts light a way forward. The 
passage of laws by several state legislatures to restrict abortion is encouraging. Wide support in Florida 
for the vital help provided to pregnant women and their families by pregnancy care centers is greatly 
welcomed. Parish and other ministries that provide material and spiritual help and offer hope and healing 
for those suffering from past abortions hearten us and are to be commended.  

The prevailing interpretation of the privacy clause in our Florida constitution, which has provided broader 
rights to abortion than the U.S. Constitution, is frustrating. Nevertheless, we are hopeful that legislation 
requiring a 24-hour reflection period prior to an abortion will ultimately survive court challenges and be 
upheld as law. 

Despite the claims by some that Roe v. Wade is “settled law”, Americans are still conflicted about 
abortion, and this is what lies behind much of the divisiveness of today’s political discourse. As Catholics, 
we do not pretend to impose our views about human life on the citizenry of this great nation. Nevertheless, 
as Americans, we wish to contribute, as faithful and faith-filled citizens, to the common good and to 
promote human flourishing in our society by making our proposal. Dr. Martin Luther King’s proposal on 
the need for racial justice touched the conscience of a nation and brought about the end of Jim Crow. In 
the same way, our proposal informed by Catholic teachings but accessible to reason hopes to touch 
consciences and bring an end to America’s “slaughter of the innocents”. 

This proposal holds that everyone’s human dignity is served when each human life is protected in law 
from the moment of conception until natural death. Respect for the right to life and dignity of every human 
person – whether he or she be poor, an immigrant, a refugee, incarcerated, infirmed, sick, elderly or 
unborn – simply reaffirms the self-evident truth that “all men are created equal” and “endowed by the 
Creator with certain unalienable rights” and thus promotes the “more perfect union” to which our founders 
aspired. 

Most Rev. Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami

Most Rev. Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach

Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice

Most Rev. John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando

Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine

Most Rev. Gregory L. Parkes
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Most Rev. William A. Wack, C.S.C.
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Most Rev. Enrique E. Delgado
Archdiocese of Miami

4



Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 46th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
January 22, 2019 

“So great is the value of a human life, and so inalienable the right to life of an innocent child growing in the mother’s womb, 

that no alleged right to one’s own body can justify a decision to terminate that life, which is an end in itself  

and which can never be considered the ‘property’ of another human being.” 

- Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia, no. 83

On this annual Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, we pray that the Lord enlighten the eyes of our 
hearts and lead our nation out of the darkness of the decision to legalize abortion 46 years ago. On this anniversary, we 
pray for those whom we will never know, and we pray for their mothers and fathers who have suffered this loss. We pray 
for each other that our enlightenment will lead us to honor the sacredness of each life, given to us by God for God.  

However, we are encouraged by having celebrated this last year another anniversary – that of Humanae Vitae – and the 
canonization of its author, Saint Pope Paul VI. This prophetic encyclical shook the world 50 years ago with its countercultural 
instruction rejecting artificial contraception and welcoming children as gifts from God that are part of married love. Yet, 
today, growing numbers of women of all faiths and no faith are rejecting artificial contraception and realizing that fertility is 
not a disease to be “treated.”  Rather, spouses are discovering natural family planning as it promotes healthy reproduction, 
healthy relationships, and a healthy environment. 

Similarly, we are convinced that the Church’s teaching on abortion is continuously proving to be prophetic. Our nation is 
increasingly rejecting abortion and Roe v. Wade as states continue to adopt more limitations on abortion and expand 
alternatives to abortion. During the 2018 legislative session, the people of God and others of good will, through the Florida 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, advocated for the addition of the Florida Pregnancy Care Network to Florida statues. This 
legislation better positions a network of over 100 pregnancy support centers across our state to support women who choose 
life for their unborn children, even when facing an unplanned pregnancy.   

Yet, there is still much work to be done. We are appalled at the current “assembly line” approach by abortionists to the 
irreversible decision of the mother for her and the defenseless child within her womb.  While physicians ensure patients are 
fully informed prior to other serious medical procedures, Florida courts invoked the right to privacy in our state constitution 
to block a good law requiring a 24-hour reflection period prior to abortion, pending appeal. 

The court’s broad interpretation of our state’s privacy clause stems from a Florida Supreme Court ruling in 1989 against a 
law requiring parental consent prior to a minor’s abortion and poses unique challenges regarding abortion laws in Florida. 
We advocate for the reconsideration of these decisions, and we remain hopeful that the courts will ultimately protect women 
in Florida from the predatory practices of the abortion industry.  Otherwise, even if Roe v. Wade were overturned, the state 
of Florida could retain permissive abortion policies. 

We join together today renewing our cry for an end to everything which denies the sacredness of life, including the 
unacceptable judicial decision in Roe v. Wade and the interpretation of Florida’s privacy clause favoring abortion. We ask 
God to help us to protect unborn children and their families, and to grant wisdom and courage for those in elected office.   
May our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, that we may recognize that devaluing the most innocent and 
vulnerable life leads to a coarseness and callousness towards one another and all life. 

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Reverend John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend William A. Wack, C.S.C.  
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Reverend Peter Baldacchino 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Enrique E. Delgado 
Archdiocese of Miami 
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 45th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
January 22, 2018 

On this sad anniversary, we invite deeper reflection on the outcome of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Roe 
v. Wade. Instead of being a place of safety, the womb has become a place of vulnerability for the developing child.
Children are defenseless in the womb often as a result of their mothers’ vulnerability to the social ills that persist in
our culture.

Three quarters of abortions are performed on women whose incomes are below 200% of the federal poverty level.1,2 
One’s race affects even the unborn, as 60% of abortions are of minority children.3 Fears over the ability to meet the 
needs of a disabled child lead to more abortions as well; consider that 67% to 85% of pregnancies end in abortion 
when the child is diagnosed with Down syndrome in the womb.4 

Abortion is a direct assault on human life; devaluing the poor, minorities and the disabled harms human dignity. 
This brings to mind the observation articulated with our brother bishops of the United States in Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship that, “All the life issues are interconnected, for erosion of respect for the life of any individual 
or group in society necessarily diminishes respect for all life.” (no. 25) 

In 2015, elected officials in Florida attempted to protect women against the predatory practices of those who perform 
abortions by requiring a 24-hour reflection period. This allows for greater deliberation on an irreversible decision 
and ensures better informed consent of the patient. Comparable medical procedures are performed after a prior 
visit with a physician. The practice among abortionists is altogether different as it can take place in a single visit. It 
preys upon the mother’s vulnerability – which becomes the child’s vulnerability – by seeking to act before fears are 
allayed and concerns are addressed. We hope that the courts, which are still reviewing a challenge to the law, will 
recognize the value of a reflection period before a woman undergoes an abortion and ends a life. 

Pope Francis calls us to address the needs of the vulnerable who live at the margins, the peripheries, to be people 
who accompany, assist and truly encounter the other. In a particular way, we thank those who accompany 
vulnerable women through their pregnancies. Pregnancy support centers show genuine care for women and their 
unborn children, and alleviate the vulnerability that otherwise prompts many to consider what should be unthinkable, 
the aborting of one’s child.  

Ministries that facilitate healing and reconciliation for those whose vulnerability prompted the abortion of their 
children perform a praiseworthy service. Oftentimes, solitude and abandonment make women prey to abortion. 
Men, too, experience profound regret over their roles or experiences in the abortion of their children. In ministries 
such as Project Rachel, hope is often restored, and deeper wholeness achieved with God’s grace. 

We renew the call to stand together in solidarity to protect the unborn child, and the child’s vulnerable parents, and 
to address the social concerns that put them at risk.  

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Reverend John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend William A. Wack, C.S.C.  
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Reverend Peter Baldacchino 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Enrique E. Delgado 
Archdiocese of Miami 

1 Jerman J, Jones RK and Onda T, Characteristics of U.S. Abortion Patients in 2014 and Changes Since 2008, New York: Guttmacher Institute, 2016, 
https://www.guttmacher.org/report/characteristics-us-abortion-patients-2014. 
2 The 2017 federal poverty level equals an income of $12,060 for individuals. 
3 Dehlendorf CE and Weitz TA, Access to abortion services: a neglected health disparity, Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved, 2011, 22(2):415–
421. 
4 Natoli, J. L., Ackerman, D. L., McDermott, S. and Edwards, J. G. (2012), Prenatal diagnosis of Down syndrome: a systematic review of termination rates (1995–
2011). Prenat Diagn, 32: 142–153.  
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 44th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
January 22, 2017 

“I wish to restate as firmly as I can that abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an end to an innocent life. In the same 

way, however, I can and must state that there is no sin that God’s mercy cannot reach and wipe away when it 

finds a repentant heart seeking to be reconciled with the Father.” 
- Misericordia et Misera, Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis at the Conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, no. 12

Today marks yet another heartbreaking anniversary of the legalization of abortion in the United States. 
Today we mourn the subsequent deaths of over 58 million children in their mothers’ wombs. As a new 
administration takes office, we are hopeful that our president will bring to fruition his campaign promise to 
nominate pro-life Supreme Court justices. We are further encouraged by his commitments to work with 
Congress to ensure conscience protections for health care workers, make Hyde Amendment restrictions on 
taxpayer funding of abortion permanent law, and defund abortion providers. 

Regardless, we will remain steadfast in our commitment to promote the sanctity of life and dignity of the 
human person in state policy. In 2016, for example, we supported the passage of legislation that requires 
abortion providers to have an agreement with a local hospital, as is required of all other invasive office 
surgery providers.  

We look forward to additional opportunities to strengthen protection of unborn babies, vulnerable women, 
and families. This includes addressing Florida’s privacy clause, which has been recognized by the courts as 
providing a greater right to abortion than the U.S. Constitution. 

We need to address our state constitution’s privacy clause because, even if Roe v. Wade were overturned, it 
could continue to preserve the right to abortion in the state of Florida. Concerns with this clause became 
evident in 1989, when the Florida Supreme Court held unconstitutional a parental consent statute even 
though similar laws had been upheld by the United States Supreme Court. Just last year, the Florida law 
requiring a 24-hour reflection period prior to abortion was challenged under this privacy clause irrespective 
of a 1992 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that upheld a similar requirement. 

Beyond state policy, we entrust all people of good will to join us in the fight to eliminate recourse to abortion 
by eradicating poverty, by strengthening the family, and by promoting adoption and pregnancy support 
services. 

We recognize the emotional, psychological, and spiritual pain that abortion has brought to mothers, fathers, 
and family members. We continue to invite those who have been involved in abortion to receive God’s 
mercy and forgiveness through the sacrament of reconciliation and other means such as Project Rachel 
Ministry, which is available across Florida (www.hopeafterabortion.com). 

As Florida maintains one of the highest rates of abortion in the nation, it is no surprise that our state also 
reports among the highest numbers of death sentences, human trafficking cases, and homeless persons. 
We are a Church that is unequivocally pro-life. Let us foster a culture of life by consistently witnessing to the 
sacredness of all human life from conception to natural death.  

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Reverend John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend Peter Baldacchino 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Reverend Monsignor James Flaherty 
Administrator, Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 43rd Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
January 22, 2016

“…protect and defend human life at every stage of its development.”  
Pope Francis, in his address to a joint session of the United States Congress, September 24, 2015 

We are saddened by yet another anniversary of the tragic U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing the
abortion of unborn children as we profoundly mourn over 57 million lives that have consequently been lost.

During this last year, courageous lawmakers sought to reduce the evil of abortion in our state by advancing
legislation establishing a reflection period prior to abortion so every woman may more fully consider the
decision to abort an unborn child. We were deeply moved by the post-abortive women who came forward in
every legislative committee hearing to reveal years of regret and deep wounds they have lived with as the
result of terminating a pregnancy. Their courage and willingness to shed light on the evil of abortion is
commendable and reminds us of the unassuming, yet life-changing, work of our post-abortive ministries who
invite the many men and women harmed by abortion to a process of healing and spiritual restoration. The
judicial challenge to this law, however, reaffirms the considerable work that remains ahead as a “privacy
clause” in our state’s constitution has been interpreted by the courts as uniquely granting greater abortion 
rights than the U.S. Constitution.

Recent attention to the allegations of illegal selling of fetal tissue has confirmed what we have said for many
years: abortion is evil.  We call for the government subsidies that fund our nation’s abortion providers to be
reallocated to community health centers and other federally qualified health centers that do not promote or
perform abortions.

Pope Francis has frequently admonished us against a “throwaway culture.” The Holy Father has reminded
us in his latest encyclical, Laudato Si, that all life is interrelated. To call ourselves unequivocally pro-life
requires that we always choose life, even when it most challenges us: whether encountering an unplanned
pregnancy, ill and dying loved ones, the execution of a convicted criminal, or the stranger seeking refuge in
our communities. Recognizing we often fall short of this great task, we are jubilant that this Year of Mercy,
called for by Pope Francis, invites us to seek forgiveness and find peace through the miracle of God’s 
infinite and inexplicable mercy.

While we lament the 43rd anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade, we are also
encouraged by the commemoration of a different anniversary. On the 450th anniversary of the founding of
St. Augustine, Catholic Floridians proudly celebrated the establishment of our nation’s earliest Catholic 
parish which first sowed the seeds of our faith on this land with a special devotion to our Blessed Mother,
still echoed at the shrine of Our Lady of La Leche y Buen Parto.  In these last four and a half centuries, our
faith has served as witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ through the greatest of adversities. We invite
the Catholic faithful to renew their commitment of proclaiming the Gospel throughout our land and
consecrate our continued work of protecting the unborn to the motherly heart of Our Lady.

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Robert N. Lynch 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Reverend John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 

Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Reverend Peter Baldacchino
Archdiocese of Miami 
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 
on the 42nd Anniversary of Roe v. Wade

January 22, 2015 

Even as we lament the Supreme Court ruling on Roe v. Wade that deprives the most vulnerable
members of our society their fundamental right to life, we are heartened by the recent progress made
towards the protection of the unborn child. We profoundly mourn the over 56 million unborn victims 
since the court’s 1973 decision, yet are encouraged by the decline in the number of abortions in Florida 
each year. Often in the face of great opposition, new pro-life laws are passed and pregnancy centers 
across our state continue to provide counseling and support for mothers in need. We also remain 
hopeful as we witness, through the efforts of parish and diocesan ministries, those who experience a 
conversion of heart and come to treasure the unborn child. 

By its legal acceptance, abortion dehumanizes the unborn child and contributes to what Pope Francis 
has called a “throwaway culture” that does not view life as a gift but as a dispensable object only of 
value when useful to us. As a result, those populations who are most vulnerable outside the womb are 
also most vulnerable inside the womb. However, all human life, whether in- or outside the womb, is 
sacred. One’s worth cannot be determined by gender, race, health, age or financial status.  

Too often behind an abortion is a story of a woman who feels terminating the life of her unborn child is 
her only option; she does not believe she has a choice. It is a decision void of authentic freedom built 
on fear and vulnerability. When faced with an unplanned pregnancy, adoption is a beautiful life-giving 
alternative. This “yes” to life is an act of love that demonstrates the great courage and hope of a 
birthmother and the generosity of the adoptive parents.  

Each abortion affects not only a woman who may be suffering, but involves a man who may be 
experiencing grief and guilt. Jesus Christ longs to extend his abundant mercy and love to these women 
and men, and the Church is here to assist them both in the process of healing and finding this peace. 
The reconciliation that so many experience is a source of joy. 

As Saint John Paul II urged, we must continually work to spread the culture of life. In 2014, two bills 
were signed into law to protect unborn children in Florida. One restricts abortion after viability, which 
limits abortions performed on children able to survive outside of the womb. Additionally, the Unborn 
Victims of Violence Act (UVVA) provides that an act of violence which causes injury or death to the 
unborn is a criminal offense separate from the offense against the mother. While UVVA does not 
restrict abortion, it recognizes the inherent value of unborn children from conception and provides 
added protection for their mothers.  

As we remain encouraged by the progress made to protect the unborn child, we must, and will, 
continue to fight for life always to triumph over death. 

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Robert N. Lynch 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Most Reverend John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Most Reverend Peter Baldacchino 
Archdiocese of Miami 
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 41st Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
January 22, 2014 

“Every child who, rather than being born, is condemned unjustly to being aborted, bears the face of 
Jesus Christ, bears the face of the Lord, who even before he was born, and then just after birth, 

experienced the world's rejection.” (Pope Francis, September 2013) 

On January 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court legalized the termination of life in the womb, radically 
altering our country’s discourse regarding the fundamental human right to live. Since then, an estimated 
55 million unborn children have been deprived of life in the United States alone. We, nevertheless, 
“rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer,” as Paul instructed in his letter to the
Romans. (cf. Romans 12:12) 

We rejoice in hope as the number of abortions performed in Florida continues to decline every year.
Close to 20,000 fewer abortions took place in our state in 2012 than did in 2006. We rejoice in hope 
while strides are made such as on June 5, 2013, when Governor Scott signed a bill into law that 
provides an infant born alive during an attempted abortion with the same rights, powers, and privileges 
as any other child born alive. The active involvement of our young in protecting the unborn is also a 
great hope to us. 

We endure in affliction as we work and pray to overcome the high court’s far-reaching decision that
has remained a scourge on our society, profoundly impacting the medical profession, the legal 
profession, the media, and through them, all people. This unjust ruling has perpetuated the intrinsic evil 
of killing the unborn child. As we endure, we will not rest in our efforts until the day when the unborn 
child achieves full legal recognition and protection of law, from the moment of conception.  

We persevere in prayer for the mothers and fathers of the 76,138 unborn children who were aborted
in our state in 2012.  We persevere in prayer that the pregnant mothers in Florida who consider 
abortion may find their way to crisis pregnancy centers that will remind them of the truth and beauty of 
the gift from God in their womb, and support them in their time of need.  We persevere in prayer for the 
healing and pastoral care of post-abortive mothers and fathers through ministries such as Project 
Rachel. 

Pope Francis, addressing the International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations in September 
2013, proclaimed, “A widespread mentality of the useful, the ‘culture of waste’ that today enslaves the 
hearts and minds of so many, comes at a very high cost: it asks for the elimination of human beings, 
especially if they are physically or socially weaker. Our response to this mentality is a decisive and 
unreserved ‘yes’ to life.”   

May we accept our Holy Father’s challenge to protect life at all stages and see the face of our Lord in 
the unborn. 

Most Reverend Thomas G. Wenski 

Archdiocese of Miami 
Most Reverend Gerald M. Barbarito 

Diocese of Palm Beach 

Most Reverend Robert N. Lynch 

Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Most Reverend Frank J. Dewane 

Diocese of Venice 
Most Reverend John G. Noonan 

Diocese of Orlando 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 

Diocese of St. Augustine 

Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes 

Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 40th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 
January 22, 2013 

It is with deep sorrow and regret that we mark this 40th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision by the United 
States Supreme Court. This Supreme Court decision denied American citizens the legal authority to protect the 
basic rights of an entire class of human beings effectively making abortions lawful at any time before birth. 

We are saddened by a culture that devalues the life of an unborn child, and considers fertility a “disease” and 
pregnancy a “pathology”. Catholic teaching on life is supported by science and reason: unborn children are human 
beings and abortion hurts women and men. No human being should be discriminated against or suffer the loss of 
life because of their stage of development. 

Two generations have grown up with the notion, constantly fueled by media messages, that sex is a “recreational 
activity”, that can be engaged in without thought of any possible consequences such as pregnancy or emotional 
harm. Abortion is seen as the solution to an unforeseen problem. No person, made in the image and likeness of 
God, is a problem. In fact each human being is a blessing from God. 

The 55 million abortions in these last 40 years have weakened our society.  Women, as the bearers of life deserve 
our high esteem. Following abortion, many suffer lifelong consequences, such as depression, substance abuse, and 
suicidal thoughts. The victims of abortion include not only the mother and the unborn child whose life is ended in the 
womb, but also men who have mistakenly viewed an abortion as a legitimate “choice”. In 28 studies of men’s 
reactions to abortion*, feelings experienced were similar to women’s – grief, guilt, and chronic post-traumatic stress. 
Our parishes remain ready to assist these women and men in a process of healing and peace. 

Also disturbing is the current trend of using abortion for sex selection – an unborn child, usually female, is deemed 
expendable. The “sexual revolution” in separating the link between sexual activity and procreation also has changed 
the view of marriage and the family as the commitment of one man and one woman to a lifelong relationship where 
children are born and nurtured. 

Nevertheless, we do recognize signs of hope. Since 2006, abortions in Florida have decreased by 20% due to 
action on many fronts: laws requiring an ultrasound prior to an abortion; the prayers of people outside abortion 
clinics and the growing numbers of pregnancy centers offering counseling and assistance to pregnant women, 
rescuing them from a life of regret. No woman should face a challenging pregnancy alone. All of us have an 
obligation, not only to an unborn child, but also to his or her mother. We are grateful to those generous persons who 
have helped women who have suffered an abortion so that they may heal emotionally and find a measure of peace 
and forgiveness.  

We are united in our resolve to pursue full legal recognition of the right to life of every unborn child.  We will continue 
to support pregnant women and their children, and work and pray to bring to an end this modern day “slaughter of 
the innocents”. 40 years after Roe v. Wade, abortion is not a settled issue in America.   

*“The Hollow Men”: Male Grief & Trauma Following Abortion, Vincent M. Rue, Ph.D. 

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski 
Archdiocese of Miami 

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito 
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Bishop Robert N. Lynch 
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Bishop Frank J. Dewane 
Diocese of Venice 

Bishop John G. Noonan 
Diocese of Orlando 

Bishop Felipe J. Estévez 
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Bishop Gregory L. Parkes 
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 
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201 W. Park Avenue * Tallahassee, FL * 32301-7760 * 850-222-3803 * www.flacathconf.org

Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 
on the 38th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade

January 22, 2011 

The first Sunday in October, since 1972, has been set aside by the Catholic bishops in the 
United States to pray for a culture of life and an end to abortion. While surveys show there is 
growing support for strict limits on the availability of abortion, unborn babies are still dying from 
chemical and surgical procedures that sometimes cause the death of the mother. We are 
grateful for the decline in numbers to 82,000 reported abortions in Florida for 2009 but we grieve 
over even one untimely death of one of God’s creations, a unique and irreplaceable human 
being. 

We are concerned about the growing chorus of voices in society, even among the young people 
in our church, who reject Church teaching about marriage as the proper union where one man 
and one woman form a lifelong partnership for the procreation and education of offspring. The 
current infatuation with sex as a recreational activity with little thought about the person that 
could be created through the sexual union only perpetuates abortion as a bad solution for what 
is referred to as a “problem pregnancy.”  Pornography, sexting, prostitution and other ills distort 
the sexuality with which God endowed humanity for the expression of mutual self-giving love 
and perpetuation of the human race.

For a pregnant woman at any stage of life who needs emotional or material assistance for her 
and her unborn child, the church offers help through crisis pregnancy centers and parish 
programs such as Gabriel Project.  The growth of 40 Days for Life is proof that people are 
willing and able to help others choose life over the culture of death. 

There are people who suffer from guilt and separation from the Church because of participation 
in an abortion at some point in their life.  Healing and God’s love, mercy and compassion are 
there for those who seek confession for what one may feel is an “unforgiveable sin.”  Project 
Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard, nationally recognized post-abortion programs approved by the 
Catholic Church, offer a confidential process for healing and reconciliation. 

The fundamental human right, the presupposition of every other right, is the right to life itself. 
This is true of life from the moment of conception until its natural end. Abortion, consequently, 
cannot be a human right—it is the very opposite. (cf. Pope Benedict XVI, 2007 address to 
Austrian diplomatic corps). 

We pray that our great nation will come back to its founding principles, the first of which is that 
we are all created equal, endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights, the most 
important being the right to life.  

PROJECT RACHEL – CALL TOLL FREE 888-456-4673   http://hopeafterabortion.com/ 

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski
Archdiocese of Miami 

Bishop Victor Galeone
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg 

Bishop John G. Noonan
Diocese of Orlando 

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee 

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito
Diocese of Palm Beach 

Bishop Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice 

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Archdiocese of Miami 
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201 W. Park Avenue * Tallahassee, FL * 32301-7760 * 850-222-3803 * www.flacathconf.org

Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida  
on the 37th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade

January 22, 2010 

Approaching the somber anniversary of the United States Supreme Court 
decision that declared an unborn child has no constitutional protection, we have a 
glimmer of hope as surveys of the American public indicate the overwhelming majority 
do not believe in unrestricted access to abortion. Over 80% of those polled in two 
surveys, one by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the other by the 
Knights of Columbus, believe abortion should be illegal or significantly restricted. 

Reflecting on a 2009 report by the pro-abortion Guttmacher Institute that over 
one billion babies in the womb have died worldwide, averaging one death by abortion for 
each second of the year, we continue to work and pray for the day when every unborn 
child will be welcomed. The growing numbers of crisis pregnancy centers, predominately 
staffed by volunteers, speaks to this vital outreach to pregnant women and their children 
who need our physical and spiritual support.  

We reach out to you, our brothers and sisters, who have participated in an 
abortion and urge you to come back to full communion with the church. Just as we all 
seek God’s forgiveness for our failures, Project Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard offer hope 
and healing for those suffering from past life altering decisions. 

Our Holy Father, Benedict XVI, continues to speak out about the life of a human 
person as a gift from God and not a “mere human product”. In addressing Brazilian 
bishops in November, 2009, the Pope explained, “the conviction of right reason and the 
certainty of faith that the life of the human being, from conception to natural death, 
belongs to God and not to men, confers on it that sacred character and that personal 
dignity that arouses only one correct legal and moral attitude, that is, one of profound 
respect.” 

In Florida, the rate of abortion has decreased for the second year in a row. We 
will continue to advocate for legislation that protects life including the requirement for 
women to view an ultrasound of their baby prior to an abortion and maturity standards 
for judges hearing a minor’s request for a judicial bypass of parental notice for an 
abortion.  

Let us continue to pray unceasingly for the day when Roe v. Wade will be
overturned and all human life will be protected from the moment of conception. 

Archbishop John C. Favalora
Archdiocese of Miami

Bishop Victor Galeone
Diocese of St. Augustine

Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski
Diocese of Orlando

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ
Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito
Diocese of Palm Beach

Bishop Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Archdiocese of Miami

Auxiliary Bishop John G. Noonan
Archdiocese of Miami
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201 W. Park Avenue * Tallahassee, FL * 32301-7760 * 850-222-3803 * www.flacathconf.org

Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 36th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
January 22, 2009 

As we mark the inauguration of a new president for our nation, we pause to reflect on the state of 
our country where over 50 million of our brothers and sisters have been denied their right to life.  While 
Roe v. Wade instituted abortion on demand, Doe v. Bolton defined health exceptions so broadly that any
restrictions could be avoided at any time during a pregnancy.  Disappointingly, Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey (1992) reaffirmed Roe, though it did permit greater regulation of abortion.  Likewise, Gonzales v. 
Carhart (2007) offered some hope by upholding the partial birth abortion ban, but abortion on demand is
still the law of the land.  Pope Benedict XVI has said, “The fundamental human right, the presupposition 
of every other right, is the right to life itself.” However, our nation unjustly allows laws that dictate who is 
worthy of life, defying God’s natural law of how life is created. 

Surveys of the American people show their increasing discomfort with abortion on demand and 
the idea that abortion is the solution for a woman with an unexpected pregnancy.  The truth is abortion 
kills not only the tiny child conceived in the womb but also injures the mother, leaving her to cope with 
the emotional and physical pain.  A father involved in an abortion decision must also deal with post-
abortion feelings of sadness and depression.  We offer our thanks to the men and women who support 
and serve at crisis pregnancy centers and encourage parishes to help pregnant women and their 
children through the Gabriel Project. 

If you or your loved one have participated in an abortion and want to reconcile with the Church, 
our Catholic priests are available to offer the sacrament of reconciliation as an instrument to healing and 
peace.  The Church also offers Project Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard where you will receive 
nonjudgmental acceptance and feel God’s unconditional love.  

At the present time, we are very concerned about the revival of anti-life legislation, such as the 
Freedom of Choice Act and/or individual proposals based on its many elements.  If enacted, these bills 
could deprive states of the right to enact modest restraints and regulations on the abortion industry. 
These proposals could force all Americans to subsidize abortion with their tax dollars, counteracting any 
and all efforts by government and others of good will to reduce the number of abortions in our country. 

Current laws restricting abortion such as parental notification, informed consent, the demand for 
partial-birth abortion and protection of infants born alive after a failed abortion must be upheld and 
maintained.  Our concern includes the potential for abortion clinic deregulation and mandated federal 
funding.  This unease extends to the potential destruction of freedom of conscience protections for 
doctors, nurses and health care workers whose personal convictions prevent cooperation in the killing of 
unborn children and the threat of requiring Catholic health care institutions to provide abortion on 
demand.  Faithful Catholics and responsible citizens must oppose any and all attempts to incrementally 
pass these destructive and evil laws.  (See www.flacathconf.org/federallifelegislation.htm.)  

There can be no freedom, justice or peace while we continue to deny the rights of members of 
the human race.  Let us continue to build a culture of life starting with protection for the most vulnerable 
human beings, the unborn. 

Archbishop John C. Favalora
Archdiocese of Miami

Bishop Victor Galeone
Diocese of St. Augustine

Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski
Diocese of Orlando

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ
Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito, JCL
Diocese of Palm Beach

Bishop Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Archdiocese of Miami

Auxiliary Bishop John G. Noonan
Archdiocese of Miami
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 
on the 35th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade  
January 22, 2008

“…and from man in regard to his fellow man I will demand an accounting for human life.”  Genesis 9:5 

We must continue to proclaim to society that the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court ruling was wrong
because it did not recognize the child in the womb as a human being but only as a “potentiality of human 
life”. In civilized society, all members must respect the fundamental rights of every person. Calling 
abortion a “deep wound” in society, Pope Benedict XVI noted, “The fundamental human right, the 
presupposition of every other right, is the right to life itself. This is true of life from the moment of 
conception until its natural end. Abortion, consequently, cannot be a human right – it is the very 
opposite.”   

Sadly, abortions in Florida continue to increase, surpassing the numbers recorded just five years ago in 
2001 by 10,000, with a new high of almost 96,000 abortions in 2006. The failure of the legislature to 
strengthen the parental notification law is particularly disturbing in the face of judicial criticism lamenting 
the lack of standards in the law. The testimony of parents was all in vain, as they described their families 
shattered by teens who later regretted their hasty decision. Across our nation, almost 50 million human 
beings have been destroyed in the womb since 1973, dying in ways we would not tolerate if done in the 
light of day.

While abortion continues to be the law of the land, we are heartened by medical and scientific advances 
that have opened the window to the womb such as ultrasound, allowing the mother to see her child 
made in the image and likeness of God.  What has been called “choice” for a woman has so often been 
no choice because of coercion by others, feeling alone or lack of financial resources.

Thanks to countless volunteers at crisis pregnancy centers around the state and to Project Gabriel, a 
parish based program that offers emotional and physical help, women are making a choice for life! We 
reaffirm our commitment to help any woman who needs assistance to continue her pregnancy and give 
birth.

Hope is on the horizon as the United States Supreme Court upheld the federal ban on partial birth 
abortion this year, thus acknowledging the humanity of the unborn child and the post-abortion grief 
experienced by countless women. Through Project Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard, the Church continues 
to offer healing and reconciliation to women and men who have participated in abortion. 

We pray for the day the federal court will overturn their previous rulings and return this issue to the 
states, triggering laws in some that have passed legislation in anticipation and opening the door for other 
states to pass abortion bans. While some progress has been achieved, we cannot rest until all life at all 
stages is respected and celebrated. 

Archbishop John C. Favalora
Archdiocese of Miami

Bishop Victor Galeone
Diocese of St. Augustine

Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski
Diocese of Orlando

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ 
Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito
Diocese of Palm Beach

Bishop Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Archdiocese of Miami

Auxiliary Bishop John G. Noonan
Archdiocese of Miami

Florida Catholic Conference 
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STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF FLORIDA ON THE 
34TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE 

JANUARY 22, 2007 

As we mark another year of the ongoing assault on unborn life initiated by the infamous 
Supreme Court decisions, Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, we mourn the loss of almost 50
million brothers and sisters in Christ who have died prematurely through abortion. We cannot 
retreat from the fight to gain recognition of each baby in the womb as a unique individual 
created by God and not just a body part to be discarded at will. 

Laws are created to ensure a just and civil society, recognizing the common good but also 
guaranteeing the rights of individuals.  The human being is to be respected and treated as a 
person from the moment of conception; and therefore from that same moment his rights as a 
person must be recognized, among which first and foremost is the inviolable right of every 
innocent human being to life. 

In each of the last two years, reported abortions in Florida numbered over 90,000. National polls 
indicate a continuing decline in support for unlimited access to abortion, and we are hopeful that 
laws passed in Florida will soon bear fruit by reducing the numbers of abortions in this state as 
they have in others. 

As we have for many years, we invite all women who need help in their journey during 
pregnancy to contact the Church for referral to the Gabriel Project or a crisis pregnancy center. 
You are not alone - men and women of good will have and continue to love and care for 
pregnant women and children. Pope Benedict XVI, in a 2006 New Year’s address to civil 
authorities in Rome, stated, “care must be taken that pregnant women in difficult conditions do 
not lack material help, and that drugs which in some way conceal the gravity of abortion are not 
introduced as an anti-life choice.” 

Since we are all imperfect human beings, we sometimes fail to make right choices in life. God’s 
mercy, love and forgiveness are offered in the sacrament of reconciliation.  We urge all men and 
women who have participated in an abortion to seek the peace God offers to all who ask Him. 
We commend Project Rachel and Rachel’s Vineyard for those who have been involved in an 
abortion. 

As a sign of our ongoing commitment to change hearts and minds and speak the truth about the 
evil of abortion, we have produced a presentation available at the Florida Catholic Conference 
Website (http://www.flacathconf.org/aboutabortion/). Please visit this site to learn more about 
the facts and Catholic Church teaching on abortion. May God bless our efforts and answer our 
prayers, ending the destruction of human life.  We will not rest until this day arrives. 

Archbishop John C. Favalora
Archdiocese of Miami

Bishop John J. Nevins
Diocese of Venice

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ
Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee

Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Bishop Victor Galeone
Diocese of St. Augustine

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito
Diocese of Palm Beach

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski
Diocese of Orlando

Coadjutor Bishop Frank J. Dewane
Diocese of Venice

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez
Archdiocese of Miami

Auxiliary Bishop John G. Noonan
Archdiocese of Miami
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STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF FLORIDA ON THE 
33RD ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE 

January 22, 2006 

On this 33rd anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision and its companion case, 
Doe v. Bolton, women continue to suffer physical, emotional and spiritual harm from their decision to 
abort their unborn child.  The world also suffers, losing the gifts and talents of all the aborted children 
God created in His image and likeness.  Every life is part of God’s plan as revealed in Jeremiah 1:5: 
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you.”     

The truth compels us to accept the mystery of life from its conception rather than our very 
subjective effort to define when it begins. The dubiously formulated right to privacy is ill defined and 
deeply damages human dignity and the common good. 

In Florida, the passage of the Women’s Health & Safety Act and Parental Notice of Abortion 
Act hold promise in the battle to decrease abortions. With increased funding, crisis pregnancy centers 
can and will provide emotional and financial support to women experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. 
Even though the number of abortions in the United States is decreasing, over one million of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are killed in the womb each year, including over 90,000 per year in 
Florida. 

A new threat to pre-born life is genetic testing, tempting parents to abort any baby not 
considered perfect. The commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves demands that all life in all 
stages must be protected, particularly those with special needs.  “We are not some casual and 
meaningless product of evolution,“ Pope Benedict XVI pointed out at his Inaugural Mass. “Each of us 
is the result of a thought of God.  Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary.”  

For any women or men who have suffered separation from the Church because of an abortion, 
we encourage you to call the statewide Project Rachel help line* for confidential counseling.  We 
have all sinned against God sometime in our life, but He is “slow to anger, rich in mercy.” 
Reconciliation with the Lord brings peace and healing. 

We welcome indications that more citizens in our country prefer that the matter of abortion be 
returned to the States, as the unborn will find greater protection than presently exists under the Roe v. 
Wade decision.  We call on all women and men of good will to join us in praying for the day when laws 
violating the right to life are set aside or overturned.  

Archbishop John C. Favalora 
Archdiocese of Miami

Bishop John J. Nevins 
Diocese of Venice

Bishop John H. Ricard, SSJ 
Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee

Bishop Robert N. Lynch 
Diocese of St. Petersburg

Bishop Victor Galeone 
Diocese of St. Augustine

Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito, JCL 
Diocese of Palm Beach

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski 
Diocese of Orlando

Auxiliary Bishop Felipe J. Estévez 
Archdiocese of Miami

Auxiliary Bishop John G. Noonan 
Archdiocese of Miami

*Project Rachel help line: 1-877-908-1212

18

http://www.flacathconf.org/Publications/BishopsStatements/Bpst2000/RoevWade33Anniv.htm


201 W. Park Avenue * Tallahassee, FL * 32301-7760 * 850-222-3803 * www.flacathconf.org

Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida on the 32nd 
Anniversary of Roe v. Wade 

January 22, 2005 marks the 32nd anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decisions in Roe v. 
Wade and Doe v. Bolton, decisions we have long condemned and will not forget. Together they removed 
protection of law from the unborn and launched an unprecedented attack on mothers and children in this 
country. Now, more than 40 million children have been removed from our society as a result of this evil. 
Particularly disconcerting is that the numbers of abortions in Florida have exceeded 80,000 in each of the past 
ten years, rising to more than 88,000 in 2004, while across the country the numbers of abortions are declining. 

   Abortion on demand remains our nation's legal policy because these 1973 Supreme Court decisions that 
legalized abortion throughout pregnancy have not been overturned. Because of those decisions, many 
citizens believe that women have a moral right to abort their unborn children. Our nation witnessed another 
unjust decision from our highest court in the case of Dred Scot, which similarly deprived African-Americans of
the protection of law. Just as that deplorable decision has been overcome, the ongoing efforts of many 
Americans to restore protection for the unborn will one day bear fruit. 

   As leaders of the Catholic community in Florida, we acknowledge our right and responsibility to help 
establish laws and social policies protecting the right to life of unborn children, providing care and services for 
women and children, and safeguarding human life at every stage and in every circumstance. At this 
particular time, abortion has become the fundamental human rights issue for all men and women of good will.  

   We lament the position of public officials who support the abortion culture by their refusal to “bring 
personal moral convictions to bear” when they have the power to limit or end abortion. We ask, “Is not the law 
a ‘moral’ concern?” Certainly, all laws create a shared social moral code. We urge action by elected and 
appointed officials that will always protect and enhance human life. 

   On this sad anniversary, we commend those who choose life even in difficult situations. We affirm all 
people of good will who sacrifice so much of themselves to encourage women to choose life, who assist 
families to choose life, and who counsel women facing difficult pregnancies. We are encouraged at the 
increase in the parish based Project Gabriel program, which walks with women on their journey through 
pregnancy and delivery. We are also pleased that Project Rachel, geared especially to mediate healing for 
those affected by abortion and its painful aftermath, is now expanded across the state. 

   Each of us is called to pray for those who have chosen abortion as well as for those who have pressured 
them to do so. Each of us is a sinner, but no one is beyond the saving power of the Lord. The doors of our 
churches remain open to all who may need assistance and we pledge to reach out to those who suffer from
painful abortion experiences, to share with them God's love and mercy.

 Every human life, at every stage of development, is a gift from God. We pledge our continued defense of this 
truth and our continued effort and prayer that Roe v. Wade will one day be overcome.
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 
On the 31st Anniversary of Roe v Wade 

January 22, 2004 

   Entering into this fourth decade of legal abortion, we are again called to speak against this attack on life 
which claims two victims – the innocent child and the innocence of the woman.  We continue to proclaim 
Church doctrine which says the voluntary taking of an innocent human life is gravely immoral.  We also 
express our concern for women and men who are suffering in silence because of abortion.  The church 
offers hope, healing and forgiveness through programs such as Project Rachel.

   Being pro-life means caring for all creation including the baby in the womb and the mother of the baby.  
The Church continues to offer help to any woman who needs medical, physical or emotional support for her 
and the unique individual who will enter the world as a new life.  If a woman feels unprepared for 
motherhood, there are many married couples who would welcome an addition to their family through 
adoption, a special sacrifice of life and love.  We commend the countless volunteers and staff in crisis 
pregnancy centers, Catholic Charities agencies and other pro-life agencies and parish programs who act as 
our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers by following the commandment: “love your neighbor as yourself.”

   Despite the immediate legal challenge, we are heartened by the passage of the ban on the heinous 
procedure known as partial birth abortion.  Thanks to the commitment of legislators and President Bush, the 
voices for life prevailed and the journey begins to overturn abortion on demand.

   Our world has been deprived of the love and contributions to humanity which would have enriched our 
world because close to 45 million babies have been destroyed by abortion since 1973.

   We are alarmed and concerned particularly in our own state, as the rate of abortion continues to climb, 
now in excess of 90,000 abortions a year.  With the striking down of the parental notification law by the 
Florida Supreme Court, young women will continue to make the life-changing decisions of obtaining an 
abortion without benefit of the wisdom and guidance of their parents.  This also makes Florida an abortion 
destination for those wishing to escape parental involvement laws in other states.

   We commend our Governor, and those courageous lawmakers, who are steadfast and consistent in 
defending the sanctity of life.  We must continue to fight for those entrusted to us by God through the 
miracle of life.  We will not rest in our efforts until our nation and culture respects all members of the human 
race, the born and unborn.
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Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Diocese of St. Petersburg
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Statement of the Catholic Bishops of Florida 
On the 30th Anniversary of Roe v Wade 

     January 22, 2003 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

This is the thirtieth anniversary of the infamous United States Supreme Court decisions in Roe v. Wade and
Doe v. Bolton, rulings which we have often condemned.  These decisions removed protection of law from
every child before birth.  In Stenberg v. Carhart, the court struck down a law against partial birth abortion
that sought to protect a child in the process of being born.  Over 40 million children have been aborted in 
this country under these decisions; in Florida alone over 85,000 abortions occurred last year.  With a live 
birth rate of 205,800 in 2001, almost one-third of the potential population was destroyed in the womb. 

Generations have grown up in a society that accepts abortion as a way of life.  Yet we are encouraged by 
signs that this younger generation expresses a deeper appreciation for the life of all, including the unborn.  
We are confident that continuing efforts to change laws, as well as moral and social values, will eventually 
reverse these bad decisions. 

We salute the dedicated men and women who, in the last three decades, have worked to provide resources 
so that no woman feels forced into an abortion because of lack of housing, medical care or shelter.  The 
evolution of ultrasound machines, which are turning pregnancy centers into medical clinics, has provided 
the proof to abortion minded women that the life within them is not just a "blob of tissue".  We praise and 
thank birth mothers for their courage and fidelity to life, as well as the many people of good will who have 
counseled women facing difficult pregnancies to choose life, and those who have lobbied and prayed for the 
cause tirelessly since 1973. 

We extend an offer of assistance to anyone considering abortion because of lack of emotional or financial 
support, medical care, shelter, or any other needs.  Inspired by the word and example of Jesus Christ, the 
Church will help you with caring compassion and without condemnation. 

Our prayers and empathy are extended to the many women who were deceived by the claim that abortion 
would solve their problems.  In fact, it has created physical, emotional and spiritual harm.  Through 
counseling and reconciliation programs, such as Project Rachel, there is opportunity for forgiveness and 
healing, not only for the women who have suffered, but for men and others who supported the abortion or 
made no attempt to intervene.

As Christians, we are all called to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those in prison, and to serve the 
least of our brothers and sisters.  Due to these decisions 30 years ago, the unborn child is the least, the 
most defenseless, the most vulnerable today.  The great challenge we face is to bring this great nation back 
to it’s founding principles, the first of which is we are all created equal, endowed by our Creator with certain 
inalienable rights, especially the right to life.
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STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF FLORIDA 
ON THE 29TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ROE V. WADE DECISION

January 17, 2002

We regretfully recall the anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade on 
January 22, 1973 , which legalized abortion on demand in our country, even partial-birth abortion.  
We are deeply saddened that the assault on innocent, unborn children continues and that its true 
nature is hidden from many today.  Particularly disconcerting to us is that the numbers of abortions 
in Florida rose to more than 88,000 in 2000, while across the country abortion is becoming less 
prevalent. 

   The terrorist attacks of September 11 are another tragic occurrence in our country’s history.  This 
tragedy jars our nation from a pervasive moral relativism and renews in us a shared sense that 
certain acts are “morally wrong” and “evil.”  Whether in planes or clinics, direct taking of innocent 
human life is always evil.  Life is the first gift from God, who calls us to an eternal relationship and 
communion from the beginning of our lives.  This is the source of human dignity.  Life is worthy of 
protection at all stages, including unborn embryos, workers in office buildings, and our elders. 

   We especially lament the position of public officials who support the abortion culture by their 
refusal to “bring personal moral convictions to bear” when they have the power to limit or end 
abortion.  We ask, “Is not the law a ‘moral’ concern?”  Certainly, all laws create a shared social 
moral code.  We urge action by elected and appointed officials that will always protect and enhance 
human life. 

   Each of us has sinned before God and we all need the Lord’s saving action on our behalf.  This 
holds for those who have participated in abortion in some way.  We urge all with abortion 
experiences to recall this, and to seek and experience God’s forgiveness and mercy.  These fruits of 
God’s love are extended abundantly, particularly through the sacrament of penance.  Also available 
is the Project Rachel Program, now expanded across the state, and geared especially to mediate 
healing for those affected by abortion and its painful aftermath.  

   We commend those who themselves have overcome the fears and anxieties and chosen life for 
their unborn children.  We praise the efforts of those who have sought to support those in crisis 
pregnancies, as well as their children, physically, emotionally and spiritually. We celebrate God’s 
saving and healing action in the lives of those who have been hurt by abortion.  We laud the faithful 
effort of our priests who promote this message positively and prophetically.  We gratefully honor the 
lay leaders who collaborate with their pastors in activities to promote a deeper respect for life 
privately and publicly. 

   On this sad anniversary, we pledge our continued prayers and support of these activities, which 
are hopeful signs to us.  We shall defend human dignity at all stages of life and invite persons of 
faith and good will to join us until the abortion culture in America ends.
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STATEMENT ON 
THE 28th ANNIVERSARY OF THE SUPREME COURT DECISION 

IN ROE V. WADE AND DOE V. BOLTON

January 22, 2001  

Tallahassee, FL -- This month marks the 28th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court 7-2 decisions in Roe 
v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton.   These unfortunate rulings stripped away protection of law from unborn
children at any stage of pregnancy. We have often expressed our disagreement with and dismay at these
decisions, which in every state of this nation, struck down laws protecting the lives of the weakest and most
vulnerable members of our human family, unborn children.  Stemming from the decision, as well, is the ever
increasing physical and emotional harm inflicted on women by abortion.   We are greatly dismayed, too, by
the high court’s June 2000 decision expanding this right, from killing children in the womb, to children
almost completely born (Stenberg v. Carhart).

   In opposing these decisions and seeking their overturn, we hoped for and expected support from the two 
professions most dedicated to preservation and defense of human life, those of medicine and law. Sadly, 
that support has not come.  Most medical leadership has effectively abandoned the Hippocratic Oath, which 
pledges opposition to abortion.  So many in the legal profession have limited protection of human life to 
those surviving their first nine months.  And today, joined by the entertainment and media industries, there 
are members in both professions who openly advocate euthanasia and assisted suicide. 

   Our society has become coarsened in its respect for and defense of human life.  Our youth have grown up 
in a society that accepts abortion as a solution to problems. We find young mothers embracing abortion as 
the solution to their personal, economic or family problems.  We find fathers viewing abortion as a means of 
avoiding their responsibilities, either to the child or to the mother. This tide must be turned. 

   This year, we especially offer our prayers and love for those women and men who have either had or 
been involved in abortions.  We wish to express to them the love and forgiveness of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who said to another woman involved in sin, " . . . neither do I condemn you."  Please return to the Lord and 
seek his loving mercy, his forgiveness and his peace.  Our parishes are open to you, post-abortion 
counseling is available, and the grace of the Sacraments awaits you. 

With God’s help, Roe v. Wade will one day be reversed. Abortion and infanticide are evil and beneath us
as a people.  We will continue to work, to educate and to pray that the laws of our nation will again respect 
the lives of every human being, from its very beginning, until its natural end. 

Archbishop John C. Favalora Bishop Norbert M. Dorsey, CP  Bishop Robert N. Lynch
Archdiocese of Miami     Diocese of  Orlando Diocese of St. Petersburg
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Diocese  of Pensacola-Tallahassee       Archdiocese of Miami  
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STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF FLORIDA ON THE 
27th ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE

January 22, 2000  

This millennial year marks the 27th anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decision in Roe v. 
Wade, a decision we have long condemned and deeply regret.  This decision removed protection of law
from the unborn and launched an unprecedented attack on mothers and children in this country.  By 
conservative counts, almost 40 million children have been removed from our society as a result of this evil. 

This nation witnessed a similar unjust decision from our highest court in the case of Dred Scot, which
similarly deprived African-Americans of the protection of law.  Just as that deplorable decision has been 
overcome, we trust that our ongoing efforts to restore protection for unborn children will one day bear fruit. 

   We are increasingly concerned about a growing tendency in our society in which the powerful 
predominate and the powerless are set aside or eliminated.  Our concern is for unborn children, helpless 
victims of abortion; for the elderly and incurably ill, subject at times to euthanasia; and for the many other 
people relegated to the margins of society by consumerism and materialism.  These attitudes and actions 
must be overcome and the Church and all people of goodwill must persevere in advocating a consistent 
ethic of life. 

   On this sad anniversary, we commend those who choose life even in difficult situations.  We affirm all 
people of good will who sacrifice so much of themselves to encourage women to choose life, who assist 
families to choose life, and who counsel women facing difficult pregnancies. 

   Further, each of us is called to pray for and counsel women who have chosen abortion.  Each of us is a 
sinner, but no one is beyond the saving power of the Lord. The doors of our churches remain open to all 
who may need assistance and we pledge to reach out to those who suffer from painful abortion 
experiences, to share with them God’s love and mercy. 

   Every human life, at every stage of development, is a gift from God.  We pledge our continued defense of 
this truth and our continued effort and prayer that Roe v Wade will one day be overcome.

Archbishop John C. Favalora Bishop Norbert M. Dorsey, CP 
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STATEMENT ON 
THE 26th ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE 

January 22, 1999  

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you . . ." 
Jeremiah 1:5 

With strengthened resolve and renewed hope we sadly mark the 26th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
United States Supreme Court decision that made abortion legal throughout pregnancy in our country. 
Though legal, abortion is morally wrong. This is so because every human being is precious and has 
inherent value from the time of being formed in the womb by God's hand, until taken by natural death. Roe 
v. Wade cannot change this truth. Sadly, however, it has undermined our nation's guarantee to the right to
life for all by giving governmental approval to destroy innocent life within the womb.

Roe v. Wade has helped spawn a culture in which an individual's liberty and privacy interests take 
precedence over another's life. Even the painful, horrifying destruction of an infant partially born is tolerated 
and defended. As long as society accepts commercial destruction of the youngest and weakest, none are 
safe; every vulnerable human life becomes susceptible to assault from those who are stronger. The human 
family will make little progress in dealing morally with nuclear arms, capital punishment, poverty, euthanasia 
and other attacks on human life and dignity, if we allow the routine destruction of our youngest and most 
helpless sisters and brothers.  

Roe v. Wade will be overturned, and public opinion will reject abortion, only when hearts and minds are 
touched by truth. Violence, whether against persons who perform abortion or places that provide them, is 
always wrong and cannot be justified. Nor will such acts turn the tide of abortion. They are condemned by 
all who are truly pro-life. 

   The Gospel calls us to reach out to those in most in need: pregnant women, poor children and families, 
persons who are old, infirm or disabled. We urge all to work for justice and to build a civilization that truly 
reflects a culture of life and truth.  

   We ask our people especially to reach out to women facing difficult pregnancies and burdensome 
decisions. Pray for mothers abandoned by their children's fathers, or encouraged to abort their unborn 
children by families and friends, that they will find a community of love, a sanctuary for both them and their 
new lives. 

   On this sad anniversary, we encourage and give our thanks to all who tirelessly work to promote a culture 
of life. We pledge continued efforts to touch hearts and persuade minds on this critical matter of life and 
death. Relying on the spirit of God working in us, we pledge to reach out to those who suffer from painful 
abortion experiences, to share with them God's love and mercy. And, we pledge our continued defense of 
the truth that every human life, at every stage of development, is a gift from God. 
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   STATEMENT ON  
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROE V. WADE

January 22, 1998 

Truly you have formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. I give you thanks that I am 
fearfully, wonderfully made; wonderful are your works. Psalm 139:13-14.

 January 22, 1998 will be a day of reflection and prayer for Florida Catholics. On this day, our nation will 
mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of Roe v Wade and Doe v Bolton; two Supreme Court decisions by which
abortion throughout pregnancy became legal in the United States. These decisions have had tragic 
consequences for our nation and its people. More than 35 million innocent human lives have been lost -- 
1.25 million in Florida alone. Millions of women have been victimized by the deception that abortion was the 
answer to their troubles. Untold suffering has taken place in families and our society has been marred by a 
failed social policy that exacerbates the problems it sets out to solve while creating new and even worse 
social ills. As Catholic Christians, we mourn for those who have died or been hurt because of the evil of 
abortion. We continue to hope, however, that our society will hear our voice raised on behalf of the unborn 
and all the victims of abortion. Our ongoing prayer is that our nation can close this dark chapter of its 
history.  

     As Catholic Bishops, we are aware of hopeful signs that the moral sense of the majority of the American 
people will find expression in its laws. Recently millions of Americans have united to express a national 
consensus against one of the most violent forms of abortion -- the partial-birth abortion. The Congress of 
the United States passed legislation to ban partial birth abortion. Significantly, the American Medical 
Association supported this effort. The national trend is toward a declining number of abortions, though 
sadly, not in Florida. 

     It is impossible not to notice that pro-abortion forces continue to frustrate the will of the American people. 
It is clear that a majority of Americans are opposed to abortion being legal under any circumstance. Yet, the 
President, governors like our own and the courts continue to strike down legitimate attempts to curtail 
abortion and provide protections to unborn children, to women and to families. As religious leaders in 
Florida, we are alarmed that our state more than others shows an increase in abortions and a continuing 
opposition to legitimate protections for the unborn, women and families. 

     The Catholic Church of Florida has many reasons to be proud of its constant and courageous efforts 
over these past twenty-five years. With distinction we have defended the rights of the unborn and have 
taught the gospel message of respect for human life. Our prayer, our prophetic witness and our social 
service all testify to our continuing commitment to the fundamental dignity of every person and our solidarity 
with the poor, the weak and those who cannot defend themselves. Our annual pilgrimages on the Feast of 
the Annunciation have proclaimed the wisdom of our Catholic tradition and of scientific evidence that human 
life begins at the first moment of conception. Our spiritual and material care for pregnant women who 
require assistance has shown the depth of our commitment to provide safe and socially effective 
alternatives to abortion. Project Rachel and other efforts at reconciling those who have had abortions gives 
witness to our deep desire to heal the tragic and unspoken pain abortion inflicts on women and families. Our 
work to educate and form our Catholic youth in respect for human life is our way of providing vision for the 
future. We help our youth to imagine a state and a nation who know better than to turn to violence to solve 
its social problems. All of those efforts have borne fruit. Our continued faithfulness to them brings us closer
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to our goal of a society where respect for human life and the fundamental dignity of the human person are 
enshrined in law. 

     As Catholic Bishops, we give thanks to God for so many courageous and dedicated people who have 
worked in the defense of human life in Florida. We think of parish respect life committees, of those who pray 
frequently for pro-life causes, those who courageously witness to pro-life positions. We are constantly 
edified by the work of doctors, nurses, hospitals and crises pregnancy centers whose sacrifices provide 
women in need a real solution to their problems. We are grateful too for all those who provide counseling, 
prenatal and postnatal care, housing and material support to women in need. In addition, we are thankful for 
the efforts of Catholic adoption services. 

     The work we have done, the work that remains has at its core the sacredness of every human life. As 
John Paul II said on his pastoral visit to the United States: 

Every human person - no matter how vulnerable or helpless, no matter how young or how old, no matter 
how healthy, handicapped, or sick, no matter how useful or productive for society - is a being of inestimable 
worth created in the image and likeness of God. This is the dignity of America, the reason she exists, the 
condition for her survival - yes, the ultimate test of her greatness: to respect every human person, especially 
the weakest and most defenseless ones, those as yet unborn.

     We call upon all Floridians to make January 22, 1998 a day of rededication to the cause of sharing with 
courage and credibility this vision of respect for human life. In prayer and reflection, we should remember 
the motivation for our efforts. Let us draw upon the strength of countless generations of parents who have 
joyfully accepted new life as the miraculous unfolding of God's creative love for us. We ask the Holy Spirit to 
assist us and bring us renewed courage in our solidarity with the innocent unborn. 

     As Bishops of the State of Florida, we reach out to our Catholic people and to all people of good will in 
our state and urge you to: 

• Continue and increase your efforts in support of life, especially of the unborn, the newborn, and of
mothers facing difficult pregnancies and burdensome decisions.

• Bring this message into your families, making them living symbols of the conviction that life is
always, always a gift from God. Teach your children to respect human life from conception through
natural death. Pray as a family for an end to this evil that destroys the weakest of the weak, the
poorest of the poor.

• Join in the effort to convince our elected officials to stand up for life and to bring an end to this
destruction of innocent unborn human life, particularly an end to the infanticide of partial birth
abortions.

• And lastly, we urge you to join in the postcard campaign now underway nationwide, a simple and
effective way to express to elected officials your insistence on an end to partial birth abortions.

 John Clement Favalora John H. Ricard, SSJ Agustin A. Roman
Archbishop of Miami Bishop of Pensacola/Tallahassee Auxiliary Bishop of Miami

John J. Snyder  J. Keith Symons Gilberto Fernandez 
Bishop of St. Augustine Bishop of Palm Beach Auxiliary Bishop of Miami

Robert N. Lynch  John J. Nevins Thomas G. Wenski 
Bishop of St. Petersburg Bishop of Venice Auxiliary Bishop of Miami

Norbert M. Dorsey, CP 
Bishop of Orlando
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STATEMENT ON 
THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. SUPREME COURT 

ABORTION DECISION OF ROE V. WADE

January 22, 1997 

     To all members of the Church, the people of life and for life, I make this most urgent appeal, that 
together we may offer this world of ours new signs of hope and work to ensure that justice and solidarity will 
increase and that a new culture of human life will be affirmed for the building of an authentic civilization of 
truth and love. (John Paul II, encyclical The Gospel of Life, 6)

 We, as Catholic Bishops of Florida, join in and renew the appeal of John Paul II on this, the twenty-fourth 
anniversary of the United States Supreme Court's 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade. That decision, more than
any other event, undermined our nation's guarantee of the "right to life" for all persons by giving 
governmental sanction to destroying innocent life within the womb. It paved the way for an individual's 
liberty and privacy interest to take precedence over the lives of children; it provided a pretext for the legal 
right to kill the most innocent and defenseless among us. That decision led not just to legalized abortion, 
even of a partially delivered baby, but to a culture accepting the arbitrary and discriminatory destruction of 
human life -- a culture that now seeks the legalization of assisted suicide for certain ill and elderly members 
of our society. "This culture [of death] is actively fostered by powerful, cultural, economic and political 
currents which encourage an idea of society excessively concerned with efficiency." (The Gospel of Life, 12)

     Our challenge is to confront this utilitarian ethic, which sees each person not for his or her true value, but 
for what he or she can contribute to society. Under it, the unborn, the frail elderly, the vulnerable disabled 
and terminally ill are entitled to less care and protection than those who are healthy and productive.  

     What we propose is the authentic ethic. It holds that each and every human being is precious and has an 
inherent value from the time of being formed in the womb by God's hand until taken by natural death. The 
founding document of our nation, the Declaration of Independence, pronounced this principle, which 
remained the law of this land until Roe v. Wade. The ethic we propose precedes even that document and is 
found in both the Old and New Testaments, forming the basis of Judaic and Christian morality.  

     God took on human form in the person of Jesus. His humanity proclaims the inestimable value of every 
human from the moment of conception to natural death. Our salvation, personally and as a society, 
depends on our fidelity to one another. Jesus, our Redeemer, demonstrated the obligations we have to one 
another, both those we choose and those given to us.  

     As we begin 1997, in preparation for the new millennium, we invite Catholics and all people of good will, 
parents and children, married and single, young and old, to offer this world new signs of hope. Let us work 
in families, parishes, churches and communities, reaching out to those most in need: pregnant women, poor 
children and families, the elderly, the infirm, and persons with disabilities. As we work for justice and 
solidarity among all, let us embrace a culture of life that protects the defenseless unborn and builds an 
authentic civilization of truth and love.  
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STATEMENT ON  
THE 23rd ANNIVERSARY OF

THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1996  

 This is the twenty-third anniversary of one of the most unfortunate and disastrous decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court, that of Roe v. Wade. This decision stripped away from unborn children the
protection that had been theirs throughout history and established abortion on demand as the norm within 
the law of this country. We have regularly spoken out and acted against that decision and its results. We 
have also pointed to the hopeful and positive reactions to it that have occurred, both in the Church and 
elsewhere.  

     As we recently said with our fellow bishops of this country:  

     Years ago in our nation, African Americans were declared "property" and "not a portion of this people" 
(Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1857). So their servitude, their enslavement, was then elevated to the stature of a 
constitutional right. More recently, the Nazis classified the mentally ill and physically disabled as "useless 
eaters," and Jews, Slavs, and Gypsies were called "subhuman." So they were exterminated. Is it any 
different today when the law treats unborn children as "non-persons" and those who are senile are seen as 
possessing insufficient "quality of life" to go on living? How can we not hear in our time echoes of those 
other times, never to be forgotten, when some were considered less than human and others said to have 
lives "not worth living"? Faithful For Life, A Moral Reflection, A Statement of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops, October 1, 1995.  

     On this occasion we are releasing with this statement portions of our anniversary statements of the 
1990's. They remain applicable and deal with many aspects of the issue. We once again urge our Catholic 
people and all people of good will to continue to pray and collaborate in order to reverse this tragic decision.  

John C. Favalora John J. Nevins
Archbishop of Miami Bishop of Venice

John J. Snyder  Agustin A. Roman 
Bishop of St. Augustine Auxiliary Bishop of Miami

Norbert M. Dorsey  John M. Smith  
Bishop of Orlando Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Palm Beach
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STATEMENT ON 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION 

January 22, 1995  

     This twenty-second anniversary of Roe v. Wade provides an opportunity for all of us to renew our 
commitment to respect and preserve human life at every stage. On this day so close to our celebration of 
Christmas, we especially reaffirm our commitment to the unborn child. We do this in the light of a faith that 
confesses that the Son of God was himself an unborn infant in the womb of his mother. Reflecting on this 
marvelous reality allows us to grasp what is at stake in the pro-life struggle.  

     We are coming to the end of a century that has witnessed many terrible attacks on human life. Warfare 
and genocide have accounted for the deaths of untold millions of human beings. What is so appalling about 
the widespread use of abortion in our time is that this act is an attack on life itself. The unborn infant is killed 
not because he or she is a free-thinking intellectual, or the member of some persecuted ethnic or racial 
minority, or a representative of a ruling class. Crimes against these people in our passing century are 
intolerable. But what is particularly terrible about abortion is that it is an attack on human life itself. The 
unborn infant is eliminated just because it exists and its existence is a burden.  

     The practice of abortion, and its acceptance, has led to a coarsening of our entire culture's respect for 
life: to the increasing acceptance of assisted suicide for the elderly and ill; to experiments on living human 
embryos; to abuse of women, children and the elderly; and to irresponsible sexual license, the weakening of 
families, and the further victimization of the poor to whom society seems willing to give "abortion rights" in 
place of real justice.  

     Our Father in heaven does not ask us to act alone in this commitment to respect vulnerable human life. 
He has made us members of the Body of Christ. From our sisters and brothers in Christ, we can draw the 
strength to act against a culture which glamorizes death and makes choice its ultimate god. Every member 
of the Body of Christ has a role to play, whether ministering to pregnant women, peacefully witnessing 
outside an abortion clinic, praying for the cause of life, speaking to friends or working within our democratic 
process to change laws. Each is blessed with a talent that can be brought to the cause. The old, the sick 
and the dying, even the unborn child plays a role, for each reminds us of our dependence as human beings 
upon the love of God and the good will of those on whom we depend for our very existence.  

     Whether we speak alone or as part of the community of believers, we are called, with Jesus, to "bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives. . .to announce a year of favor from the Lord." Do not 
be discouraged that abortion is still legal twenty-two (22) years after Roe v. Wade. Our Lord is calling every 
one of us to do our part -- one woman, one man, one child, one family at a time -- to create a world 
generous to life, which truly is just, refreshing and life giving.  
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1993 

     On this twentieth anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, we wish to offer our prayers for victims of 
abortion and our grateful support for all defenders of the unborn. Over the last twenty years, pro-life 
advocates have seen times of both encouragement and discouragement. Today there are reasons for hope 
despite some frustration.  

     In the early years following the Roe v. Wade decision, many of those to whom we usually look for 
leadership accepted the court's ruling as the final answer. Defenders of life were ignored.  

     Some leaders of our society, joined now by the American Bar Association, have alleged abortion on 
demand to be the solution to a vast assortment of social problems, such as spouse abuse, child abuse and 
the feminization of poverty. Actually, over the last twenty years, there have been enormous increases in 
these very problems.  

     This issue affects all of us. We cannot continue to accept the routine killing of our brothers and sisters. 
Statistics indicate that most Americans do not accept abortion. This is reason for hope.  

     There are encouraging signs in the medical profession, which most directly confronts the appalling reality 
of abortion. Recent studies reveal that fewer and fewer doctors and medical students either practice or 
study the performance of abortions. The profession continues to try to disassociate itself from abortion. 
Over 80% of abortions today are performed outside of traditional medical practice, in abortion clinics.  

     Fortunately, women have always taken the leadership in the fight against abortion, and continue to 
mobilize on the issue. The largest women's organization in the country, some one million eight hundred 
thousand strong, is the National Women's Coalition for Life. It is comprised of liberals and conservatives, 
homemakers and professionals, from all walks of life and beliefs, joined together in defense of unborn 
children.  

     In Florida there has been tremendous growth in volunteer agencies that assist pregnant women with 
alternatives to abortion. The latest Florida Catholic Conference "Pro-Life Directory of Assistance for 
Pregnant Women and Children" lists more than 150 such community organizations. We pray God's 
abundant blessings upon all who support mothers in resisting the temptation of abortion and who minister to 
those who suffer remorse for the loss of their unborn child.  

     However, the recent campaign statements of President Bill Clinton and some other office seekers, are 
discouraging. The proposed Freedom of Choice Act is particularly threatening to respect for life, yet it is 
supported by many in Congress.  

 We ask all people of good will to join us in praying for the President in the coming months, that he will 
successfully guide this country through the perilous times we face, and that he will look with care and justice 
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on both the women facing difficult pregnancies and their unborn children. In addition, we plead with 
President Clinton to afford to the unborn child who may face abortion that same compassion he has 
exhibited toward others in need.  

     We affirm the fact that our defense of unborn children is rooted in Sacred Scripture. "Truly you have 
formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb." (Psalm 139:13)  

     We reiterate the constant teaching of the Church as formulated by the Vatican Council II in describing 
abortion as an "abominable crime." Finally, we urge everyone to practice Christ-like charity which urges us 
to respect and cherish our fellow human beings, born and unborn. The Lord has charged us: "I assure you 
as often as you neglected to do it to one of these least ones, you neglected to do it to me." In today's 
society the unborn child must be seen as the most neglected of the Lord's brothers and sisters.  

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine

John J. Nevins  
Bishop of Venice

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Palm Beach

John C. Favalora  
Bishop of St. Petersburg

Norbert M. Dorsey  
Bishop of Orlando

John M. Smith  
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami
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STATEMENT ON  

THE 19th ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1992  

     This year on January 22, 1992 we finally begin to see hopeful signs in the effort to protect the lives of 
unborn children. The struggle has been long and difficult, yet as the psalmist proclaims:  

Your word, O LORD, endures forever;  
       it is firm as the heavens.  
Through all generations your truth  
       endures;  
       you have established the earth, 
       and it stands firm:  
According to your ordinances they  
       still stand firm;  
       all things serve you.  

          Psalm 119:89-91 

     Whatever the excesses of todays world, advocacy for the weak and oppressed, especially the unborn, is 
truly the Lord's work. There lies our hope.  

     The reversal of Roe v. Wade is the single most important step needed to begin restoring protection for 
these, our unborn sisters and brothers. We hope and pray that the Supreme Court will continue in its 
apparent process of dismantling it.  

     Roe v. Wade is far more radical than most people in this country realize even today. For example, the 
Supreme Court in Roe expressly permits abortion in the last stages of pregnancy, right up until the time of 
birth, so long as it is deemed by any doctor to be "necessary, in appropriate medical judgement, for the 
preservation of the life or health of the mother." A mother's health was very broadly defined in a companion 
case decided the same day, Doe v. Bolton:  

     "The medical judgment may be exercised in the light of all factors - physical, emotional, psychological, 
familial, and the woman's age - relevant to the well-being of the patient. All these factors may relate to 
health. This allows the attending physician the room he needs to make his best medical judgment. And it is 
room that operates for the benefit, not the disadvantage, of the pregnant woman."  

     We in Florida have to face a harsh reality. The Florida Supreme Court has embraced Roe v. Wade and 
made it part of the Constitutional law of Florida by its equally radical decision in the case of In Re: T.W. That 
ruling has to be reversed, a major undertaking facing the pro-life community in Florida. Florida has a greater 
task ahead of it than does most of the rest of the country. But while court decisions teach powerfully, they 
are not the main determinant of human behavior. It is the hearts and minds of all of society that must be 
changed, at the same time that we work for changes in the law.  

     We are continually heartened by the outpourings of support for the unborn child in churches and 
communities throughout Florida. The pro-life community is alive and growing, as exhibited in the Life Chain
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turnout in October, in diocesan and parish pro-life committees and offices, and especially in volunteer 
efforts and contributions to assist pregnant women and their children during pregnancy and after childbirth. 
The growing ministry to women who have had abortions and those involved in abortions is inspiring.  

     In the political sphere, pro-life leaders on the national level are to be applauded for their efforts in 
stopping attempts by pro-abortion legislators to fund the killing of unborn children; to restore funding for 
compulsory abortion programs by the Government of China; to transfer funding to international 
organizations that commit abortions in Third World countries; and most recently to fund clinic programs that 
provide abortion counseling and referrals.  

     Pro-life leaders on the state and local level continue to speak out in the face of vehement opposition and 
adverse court opinions. They are entitled to our support and prayers.  

     We do not endorse or support political candidates for election, and this reference to office holders is not 
a political endorsement. It is, however, a public acknowledgement of the stalwart work in the defense of 
unborn babies that these people have performed in the face of political risk and abuse.  

     Our prayers are with all of those who work for and support the right to life of the unborn child. May we 
also continue to pray for abortionists, their supporters, and especially those in Congress and at other levels 
of public life who support legalized abortion, or who yield to threats of retaliation and do nothing to protect, 
these, the least of our sisters and brothers.  

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Palm Beach

John J. Nevins  
Bishop of Venice 

John C. Favalora 
Bishop of St. Petersburg

Norbert M. Dorsey 
Bishop of Orlando

John M. Smith
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 18th ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1991 

  January 22, 1991 marks the eighteenth anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision that has 
resulted in the decimation of a whole generation of our youth. It is no wonder that our society ages so 
rapidly.  

     It is especially poignant to reflect on the fact that the very first victims of this decision would have come 
of age this year, would have reached the legal age to vote in the political process.  

     Abortion kills another human being and stops a beating heart. Today, euphemisms abound in terms such 
as "who decides", or, "a woman's right to choose", without describing the result of that choice. A developing 
baby is described in such sub-human terms as "blob of tissue" or "product of conception". The idea of killing 
continues to be socially abhorrent, so language is changed to justify abortion.  

     The natural choice is life for one's developing child. It is consistent with God's plan and the natural law.  

     Truly you have formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. I give you thanks that I am 
fearfully, wonderfully made; wonderful are your works.  

     My soul also you knew full well; nor was my frame unknown to you. When I was made in secret, when I 
was fashioned in the depths of the earth. (Psalm 139:13-15)  

     As we work to end the killing and restore protection to the unborn, we acknowledge the thousands of 
volunteers who have given millions of hours of their time and talent to change the minds and hearts of 
others and to protect unborn children and their mothers from the threat of abortion.  

     Listed in our 1990-91 Florida Pro-Life Directory are 150 pro-life agencies, which furnish counselling, 
support services and residential care to pregnant women. They offer non-judgmental love and support, 
seeking to promote life.  

     We reach out in faith and in love to all who suffer as a result of the sin of abortion. Jesus Christ died on 
the cross to atone for all of our sins, including abortion. He asks only that we turn to Him and seek His love 
and forgiveness.  

     We ask for everyone's prayers and active participation in one of the many pro-life programs where 
volunteers are desperately needed. It is only through increased effort and continual education and 
evangelization that the right to life of all American will be restored.  
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 17th ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1990 

     Abortion has become the fundamental human rights issue for all men and women of good will at this 
stage of our nation's history. The existence and development of the unborn child as a member of human 
society can no longer be ignored. The impact of denying moral or legal status to him or her, or to any other 
class of human beings because of their age or condition of dependency is profound. It affects all of us, both 
in how we respect others, and in what respect we will receive from others.  

     Abortion is a divisive issue in society today. We who revere human life as being created in the image 
and likeness of God must continue to stand up for the life of these, the least of our brothers and sisters. 
They are indeed the most vulnerable and defenseless members of our society. There can be no "choice" to 
destroy their lives.  

     Today we recognize the seventeenth anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Roe v. Wade, 
which removed from unborn children the protection of the law. Last July, the same court in Webster v. 
Reproductive Health Services gave us reason to hope that some of that protection may be restored.  

     Whatever encouragement we might draw nationally from this, here in Florida the situation is different. 
The Governor has taken strong leadership in the cause of the life of the unborn child, but committees in 
both the Senate and the House of Representatives have thwarted every effort to restore any semblance of 
dignity or protection for unborn children. It is especially disappointing that no debate was even permitted on 
this vital question. More ominously, the Florida Supreme Court has construed the Florida Constitution to 
guarantee a greater right to abortion than the federal one. The Florida court struck down a requirement of 
parental consent that met the federal requirements.  

     Despite the difficulties, we must take heart. The right to life of unborn children has been advanced 
greatly in the last seventeen years. The court decision and the legislative impasse must be overcome, and 
we pledge our support for that effort through the implementation of our Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities.  

     In doing so we cannot ignore the consequences of pregnancy on women and girls who consider 
abortion. Pregnancy does have a serious effect on the woman's life, education, career and role in society. It 
often greatly affects her own self image as well as the way others regard her. But that pregnancy also 
involves the life and well-being of another human being, her unborn child. The burden that the child's life 
places upon her must not be borne by her alone, but must be shared by the child's father and by all of 
society. The economic burdens of health care and of work related losses should be shared by all. The 
dioceses in Florida continue to stand ready to assist in this. Enlightened employment policies should relieve 
the burdens of that pregnancy. Policies of educational institutions should recognize the dignity and the 
concerns of pregnant women and girls. And family, neighbors and the state all have a role in alleviating their 
burdens.  

     But recognition of these burdens should in no way justify the taking of a human life, and that is what 
abortion is all about.  
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     We renew our commitment to the implementation of the Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities. We reaffirm 
our diocesan pro-life/respect life offices, and all of the people that work on the diocesan and parish level to 
implement the plan. Through prayer, penance and commitment, let us end the scourge of abortion.  

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami 

Thomas J. Grady  
Bishop of Orlando 

W. Thomas Larkin
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Thomas V. Daily 
Bishop of Palm Beach

John J. Nevins  
Bishop of Venice 

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

Norbert M. Dorsey 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 16th ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1989 

     This is the anniversary of one of the more unfortunate and disastrous decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court, that of Roe v. Wade. This decision stripped away from unborn children the 
protection that had been theirs throughout history and established abortion on demand as the 
norm within the law of this country. We have regularly spoken out against that decision and its 
results and we have also pointed to the hopeful and positive reactions to it that have occurred, 
both in the Church and elsewhere. 

     On this occasion of the sixteenth anniversary of the decision we reviewed our statements over 
the last five years, and would like to restate and republish them. They are as applicable to the 
situation in this country today as any other time and deal with many aspects of the subject. 

     Whatever hope there is for the reversal of that decision, the return of legal protection to unborn 
children is far, far away. Renewed attention and commitment to the sanctity of life of all people, 
including unborn children, is a moral imperative in today's world. 

Edward A. McCarthy John J. Snyder  John J. Nevins  
Archbishop of Miami  Bishop of St. Augustine  Bishop of Venice 

Thomas J. Grady  J. Keith Symons  Agustin A. Roman
Bishop of Orlando  Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

W. Thomas Larkin Thomas V. Daily  Norbert M. Dorsey 
Bishop of St. Petersburg  Bishop of Palm Beach Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 15th ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1988

"We have a consistent ethic of life, which  
extends from 'womb to tomb,' and cuts across the  
issues of genetics, abortion, capital punishment,  
modern warfare and the care of the terminally ill."  

   We commemorate January 22, 1988 as the fifteenth anniversary of that terrible decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade. With one fell swoop the legal protection 
enjoyed by millions of unborn children was struck down, and abortion on demand became 
established as a constitutional right in this country. We call on all of the people of this country to join 
in the effort to reverse that decision and to restore to unborn children the full protection of the law once 
again. 

We have a consistent ethic of life, which extends from "womb to tomb," and cuts across the 
issues of genetics, abortion, capital punishment, modern warfare and the care of the terminally ill. 

     His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, spoke eloquently of all of these issues during his recent visit to this 
country. As he was leaving, he extolled, "America the beautiful" - the majestic mountains and the 
fertile plains, the goodness and sacrifice hidden in our cities and suburbs, our aid for others beyond 
our borders, how we serve and preserve hope in many hearts, how we pursue excellence and the 
desire to right all wrongs. And then he went on and said: 

     "The best traditions of your land presume respect for those who cannot defend themselves. If you 
want equal justice for all, in true freedom and lasting peace, then, America, defend life! All the great 
causes that are yours today will have meaning only to the extent that you guarantee the right to life and 
protect the human person: - feeding the poor and welcoming refugees; - reinforcing the social fabric of 
this nation; - promoting the true advancement of women; - securing the rights of minorities; - 
pursuing disarmament, while guaranteeing legitimate defense; - all this will succeed only if respect 
for life and its protection by the law is granted to every human being from conception until 
natural death. 

     "Every human person - no matter how vulnerable or helpless, no matter how young or how old, no 
matter how healthy, handicapped, or sick, no matter how useful or productive for society - is a being of 
inestimable worth created in the image and likeness of God. This is the dignity of America, the reason 
she exists, the condition for her survival - yes, the ultimate test of her greatness: to respect every human 
person, especially the weakest and most defenseless ones, those as yet unborn." 

 On this day we concentrate on the most gross offense to human life today, the abortion of one and a 
half million unborn children in this country each year. Prayer and sacrifice are demanded of us by this sin 
of our nation. As citizens in a democracy, we have an obligation in justice to put an end to this 
abomination. The challenge of Moses to the people of Israel is applicable to all of us here today: "I set 
before you life and death...choose life." ( Dt. 30, 19).

here today: "I set before you life and death...choose life." ( Dt. 30, 19). 
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Edward A. McCarthy John J. Snyder  John J. Nevins  
Archbishop of Miami  Bishop of St. Augustine  Bishop of Venice 

Thomas J. Grady  J. Keith Symons  Agustin A. Roman
Bishop of Orlando  Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

W. Thomas Larkin Thomas V. Daily  Norbert M. Dorsey 
Bishop of St. Petersburg  Bishop of Palm Beach Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 14th ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1987

     This is the fourteenth anniversary of that momentous and dire date in the history of this nation, 
January 22, 1973, when the Supreme Court established abortion on demand as a constitutional 
right. Over 20 million unborn children are reported to have been aborted as the result of that 
decision. Unable to speak, unable to resist, their lives were terminated as part of the process of 
"terminating" a pregnancy. 

     The law is a profound teacher. The legal, routine, destruction of unborn life has taught 
generations of Americans tragic lessons about the sanctity and value of frail and vulnerable life. 
But merely because something is legal does not mean that it is therefore morally right, or that it will 
always be legal. One hundred thirty years ago the United States Supreme Court in the Dred Scott 
case held that a free negro of the African race, whose ancestors were brought to this country and 
sold as slaves, is not a "citizen" within the meaning of the Constitution. That ruling was overturned, 
and we trust and pray that the ruling in Roe v. Wade will also be. 

     Ours is a consistent ethic of life. All life is sacred, including the aged and the senile and the 
comatose; the dependent child, the drug addict, the prisoner on death row. All of their lives are 
precious to Almighty God and should be precious to all of us. But they are threatened in many 
ways these days. 

     While we must defend all human life, and do assert this consistent ethic of life, the threat to 
each is different. The cause of the unborn is exceptional. The numbers of unborn killed by abortion 
is overwhelming. The rejection of the unborn child, the trivialization of his or her worth and the 
commercialization of the abortion industry combine to make the abortion issue the key life issue of 
this day. If society can continue to commercially annihilate its weakest members in these numbers, 
it can hardly expect to defend any other segment of weak human life from assault from the strong. 

     Our brothers and sisters in the pro-life movement have worked courageously in the face of 
many obstacles and they have our love and support. We call on all Catholics to join in supporting 
those efforts to return to unborn children that "unalienable right, the right to life..." that was a 
foundation of this nation. And we call on all to assert this right to life with love, with respect for law, 
and with an uncompromising insistence on justice for these the least of our brothers. 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 13th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1986 

"We renew our commitment to the right to life of the unborn child."  

     Once again on January 22, 1986 we commemorate the unfortunate decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade, which stripped from unborn children all legal protection and 
spawned an abortion industry which now destroys the lives of over one and a half million unborn 
children in the United States every year. Lethal neglect of newborn children with disabilities, mercy 
killing of the elderly and rational suicide are now publicly proposed and to some extent practiced 
under the umbrella of the Roe v. Wade expansion of the "Right of Privacy." 

     The Church, however, proclaims the sacredness and inviolability of all human life, including all 
unborn human life from the moment of conception: 

     God, the Lord of Life, has conferred on men and women the surpassing ministry of 
safeguarding life--a ministry which must be fulfilled in a manner which is worthy of our human 
dignity. Therefore, from the moment of its conception, life must be guarded with the greatest care, 
while abortion and infanticide are unspeakable crimes. 

     All should be persuaded that human life and the task of transmitting it are not realities bound up 
with this world alone. Hence they cannot be measured or perceived only in terms of it, but always 
have a bearing on the eternal destiny of human beings. (Vat. II, Constitution on Church in the 
Modern World) 

     In 1972 the National Conference of Catholic Bishops adopted a Respect Life Program which 
still continues to educate the people of God "on the dignity of human life and the responsibility of 
society to protect all its members, the unborn child, and also the aged, sick and disadvantaged." In 
1975 it adopted the Pro-Life Pastoral Plan designed to institute throughout the Church programs of 
education and public information, of pastoral care and of advocacy for public policy to establish 
protection once again for unborn children. That pastoral plan was implemented in each of the 
dioceses of Florida. In 1985 the Conference reviewed, refined and reaffirmed the Pro-Life Pastoral 
Plan. 

     Ours is a consistent ethic of life. In 1972, in announcing the first program for Respect Life 
Week, John Cardinal Krol, then President of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, said 
"This week of prayer and study is designated to focus on the sanctity of human life and to consider 
some of the contemporary threats to human dignity--abortion, war, violence, hunger and poverty." 

     Among these issues, abortion necessarily plays a central role. Abortion's direct attack on 
innocent human life is precisely the kind of violent act that can never be justified. Because victims 
of abortion are the most vulnerable and defenseless members of the human family, it is imperative 
that we, as Christians called to serve the least among us, give urgent attention and priority to this
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issue of justice. (Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities: A Reaffirmation, National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, November 14, 1985) 

     Many people in our diocesan and parish committees and offices, in our schools and church 
institutions, and in Catholic organizations such as the Florida Council of Catholic Women and the 
Knights of Columbus, and the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, are working and have worked 
diligently in the Respect Life and Pro-Life Programs. It is impossible to name them all. But we 
extend to all of them our most earnest prayers and appreciation for their work. We pray that the 
Lord truly bless each and every one of them. 

     We renew our commitment to the right to life of the unborn child. We call on all Catholics and all 
people of good will to join us in this effort to eliminate abortion, to eliminate the most gross assault 
on human life and dignity, and to restore and develop a consistent ethic of life. 

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami 

Thomas J. Grady  
Bishop of Orlando 

W. Thomas Larkin
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Thomas V. Daily 
Bishop of Palm Beach 

John J. Nevins  
Bishop of Venice 

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

Norbert M. Dorsey 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE 12th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1985 

"The law is an eloquent teacher." 

     We regretfully commemorate January 22 as the 12th anniversary of the United States Supreme 
Court decision in Roe v. Wade, which imposed upon this nation abortion on demand as the 
fundamental law of the land. Many wonder why the Catholic bishops have taken such a visible and 
vocal stand on abortion. We simply have no choice. We cannot be passive when 1.5 million 
unborn die without anyone to speak on their behalf and without legal recourse. 

     The law is an eloquent teacher. For 12 years, American society has been taught that unborn life 
is not worthy of protection. Today the debate has moved to the worth of handicapped newborns 
and of the terminally ill, the comatose and incompetent. 

     However, hope does exist in this dismal situation. The proposition that the unborn child does 
not exist, is not alive, or is unworthy of our protection conflicts with developing scientific knowledge 
and our very instinct as a people for survival. A society that destroys its own young is sick, and our 
society recognizes its sickness more and more as time goes on. 

     We take some consolation in the record of the Catholic Church in Florida on behalf of the 
unborn. Since the establishment of the Florida Catholic Conference in 1969, the right to life of the 
unborn child has been one of its primary concerns. Each diocese has a pro-life or respect life 
committee, dedicated to changing the attitudes and public policy concerning the unborn in our 
society and in alleviating the conditions which cause pregnant women, their families, friends and 
loved ones to resort to this dire solution to their problems. Among the first appointments of the 
bishops of the two new dioceses in Florida has been pro-life directors. 

     However, the right to life of the unborn child is not a Catholic issue. We are encouraged by the 
many interfaith activities and non-sectarian activities which have been undertaken to help women 
with problem pregnancies and to change public attitudes and public policy concerning abortion. 
Many of these initiatives have been started or continued with help from the Catholic Church, many 
others developed independently of our help. 

     Ours is a consistent ethic of life, an ethic that exalts unborn life, perfect or imperfect; the life 
of the newborn child, handicapped or not; the life of the sick and the dying, of the frozen 
embryos in Australia and of the convicted criminal on death row in the Florida State Prison. The 
nuclear arms race, hunger and poverty in our own country and in foreign lands offend this ethic. 
Abortion is not just one of these issues, it is the central issue in this consistent ethic of life. 

     Abortion violates two central tenets of the Christian moral vision. It is a direct attack on innocent 
life. It is also a failure to observe the command that we love those who are the least among us. In 
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the words of Pope John Paul II, abortion strikes "at the whole moral order." Protecting innocent life 
from direct attack is a fundamental human and moral imperative, not an exclusively Catholic one. 

     It is difficult to deal morally with the nuclear arms race, capital punishment, poverty, euthanasia 
or any of the other attacks on human life as long as we deliberately and routinely destroy our 
youngest and most helpless brothers and sisters. 

     We thus renew our commitment to the right to life of the unborn child. We call on all Catholics, 
all institutions of the church and all people of goodwill to join with us in this effort to restore and 
develop a consistent ethic of life, one that supports the life of the unborn and of all who are 
vulnerable in our society. 

Edward A. McCarthy  
Archbishop of Miami 

J. Keith Symons
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Thomas J. Grady  
Bishop of Orlando

Thomas V. Daily  
Bishop of Palm Beach 

W. Thomas Larkin
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

John J. Nevins  
Bishop of Venice 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 22, 1984 

     Life has always been cherished and new life celebrated with joy. The psalmist praised God for 
his wondrous work in the formation of each and every human life: 

     Truly you have formed my inmost being;  
you knit me in my mother's womb.  

I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully  
made; wonderful are your works.  

     My soul also you know full well; nor  
was my frame unknown to you  
     When I was made in secret,  

when I was fashioned in the depths of the earth. 
Psalm 139:13-15 

     Yet today we observe the 11th anniversary of the disastrous U.S. Supreme Court decision 
which removed from the unborn any protection of the law and which has resulted in millions of 
abortions in this country every year. It is one example, however a most grievous example, of the 
disregard which has developed in our society for the sanctity and dignity of human life. It is an 
irony of our times that much organized effort is devoted to the preservation of the life of various 
species of birds, fish, mammals or other animals, but the life of our own unborn children is 
disregarded so casually. 

     The dignity and sanctity of human life is threatened in many ways in our world today. Mercy 
killing of the aged or helpless, nuclear warfare, and capital punishment are ways in which we can 
reject that sanctity. But in America abortion occupies an ignominious place,for it deliberately 
destroys innocent life, is practiced every day, has the approval of the highest court of our land, and 
is defended by leaders of many sectors of our society. Abortion is an offense to our God and to 
one of the basic principles on which the United States of America was founded, the unalienable 
right to life given to each of us by our Creator. 

     Hopeful signs exist however. More than 70 agencies offering counseling, housing, financial and 
other types of support for women with problem pregnancies have developed all over the state of 
Florida, under sponsorship of churches, both Catholic and non-Catholic, of community 
organizations and of non-sectarian groups. Thousands of volunteers devote many hours assisting 
young women with problem pregnancies, and offering practical help for them and their unborn 
children. 

     Each of our dioceses in Florida has an active pro-life office, utilizing many volunteers in telling 
the pro-life story and in encouraging pastoral efforts on behalf of the unborn child and his or her 
parents. Most parishes in the state have pro-life or respect life committees engaged in this work.
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Congressional District Action Committees have been formed and have communication networks 
with all types of community organizations, encouraging the adoption of a human life amendment 
and pro-life legislation. 

     Women Exploited By Abortion (WEBA) is a growing organization of women who have had 
abortions and have suffered as a result. WEBA is a support group for such women, and a strong 
advocate for both pregnant women and unborn children. An increasing number of religious 
denominations are taking part in these activities. There are so many thousands of dedicated 
Floridians working in this cause that we are both edified and encouraged. 

     We as Bishops of the State of Florida express our appreciation to those in pro-life work and 
renew our long-standing pledge to do everything in our power to restore to human life, including 
that of the unborn child, the high esteem and legal protection which were enjoyed in former times. 

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami 

Thomas J. Grady  
Bishop of Orlando 

Rene H. Gracida  
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

W. Thomas Larkin
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

John J. Nevins  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

J. Keith Symons
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Petersburg 
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STATEMENT ON 

THE SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January  22, 1980 

     Joyous celebrations are a part of our human experience: holidays, reunions, anniversaries, etc. 
Family weddings are a special time, filled with joy-filled activities and a feeling of identity with loved 
ones. We gather from various parts of the country and for a time become one again and our unity 
is enhanced by the inclusion of a new member, a new family becoming part of our extended family. 
The love one feels is not diminished but enhanced by the additions to our circle of love. 

     This is what Isaiah's description of the covenant relationship between God and man arouses in 
us. It is exciting and delightful. It is similar to the experience St. John gives us of Jesus at Cana, 
turning water into wine at a family wedding feast. 

     In a way, wine seems to be a special symbol of our life as God's people. For the agricultural 
people of an earlier age, wine had a special meaning. It is a gift, a blessing from God brought to 
reality through the cooperation of man's labor. 

     It is the culmination of God's creative love and man's loving service. God's love and man's 
response are joined in this fruit of the vine. 

     Jesus uses the symbol of Himself as the Vine and we as branches. 

     When there is an openness to God's grace we are bountiful in bringing forth new wine from the 
branches. The new wine of loving service is a continuation of the work of the Kingdom. When the 
branch is cut off, however, it withers and dies. 

     We live in a time of dryness. On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court of the United States 
declared unconstitutional all laws protecting the life of the unborn child. The Court was reflecting a 
mood in this country, in this world, that we do not need the vine. We can do it on our own. 

     This is a time of decision when we -- who believe -- must be witnesses for life. This means, at 
the very minimum, that the Supreme Court's decision must be reversed. Now, in January, 1980, 
the necessity for the adoption of a Human Life Amendment to the United States Constitution 
becomes ever more clear. 

     In his homily on October 7, 1979, "Respect Life Sunday," in Washington, D.C., Pope John Paul 
II stated: 

     Human life is precious because it is the gift of God, whose love is infinite; and when God gives 
life, it is forever. Life is also precious because it is the expression and the fruit of love. 
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     We, God's people, are the fruit of love, the new wine given through Jesus for the salvation of all 
men and women. 

     Our Holy Father went on to reiterate the need to "stand up every time human life is threatened." 

     This is a task we bear with Jesus, whose death and resurrection is the life blood of the 
branches, giving us the consolation of His loving presence in Word and Sacrament and the 
challenge to be witnesses to a view of life that rejoices in our covenant relationship with our 
heavenly Father. 

     The Bread and Wine of the Eucharist are not just signs of Jesus among us, but rather they are 
our food, our sustenance, our sharing in the life of the Lord of Life, empowering us to be disciples 
and indeed His brothers and sisters. 

     In defending the inviolability of human life at all stages, we are prophets announcing the value 
and dignity of that most precious gift of a loving God, the gift of life; not separate and apart, but a 
life that is shared with our Lord and thus points to a more-to-come that is fulfilled in the Kingdom of 
God. 

     Let us pray with our Holy Father: 

     "We are confident that Mary, the Mother of God and the Mother of life, will give us her help so 
that our way of living will always reflect our admiration and gratitude to God's gift of love, that is life. 
We know she will help us to use every day that is given to us as an opportunity to defend the life of 
the unborn and to render more human the lives of our fellow human beings, wherever they may 
be." 

     We pray we will all come to the fullness of eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

Edward A. McCarthy 
Archbishop of Miami 

Thomas J. Grady  
Bishop of Orlando 

Rene H. Gracida  
Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

W. Thomas Larkin
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

John J. Snyder  
Bishop of St. Augustine 

John J. Nevins  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

Agustin A. Roman  
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 
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STATEMENT ON  
THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION  

January 22, 1979  

     1979 has been proclaimed as International Year of the Child by the United Nations General Assembly. 
Nations, states, and institutions plan to highlight the rights of children around the world. The United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted 20 years ago. Its preamble states: 

     Whereas, the child by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, 
including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after birth, . . . (emphasis supplied) 

     Yet, on January 22 of this International Year of the Child, we will observe the sixth anniversary of the 
1973 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that abolished laws protecting the unborn child. That ruling held that the 
unborn child had no legal existence before viability; and from viability to birth the child has only the 
"potentiality of human life." That "potentiality" may be terminated for reasons limited to the "well-being" of 
the mother, based on "all factors -- physical, emotional, psychological, familial and the woman's age." The 
Court stripped every right from the child until birth.  

     Thus the paradox: society destroys its unborn and undertakes a celebration of the Year of the Child, both 
born and unborn. 

     In this paradox there is hope. Since January 22, 1973, there is a growing awareness of what the Court 
did. Society has not meekly accepted that ruling. Socially and politically the resistance continues to grow. 

     To those in the pro-life movement we express our warmest admiration and support. They have stood 
courageously for the unborn in the face of difficulty, rejection and apathy. We have special feelings of 
affection for groups such as Birthright, Solve, Beta House and the other pro-life organizations offering 
alternatives to abortion. Their volunteer services to women with problem pregnancies speaks so eloquently 
of the positive nature of the pro-life movement. Pro-life means concern for the women suffering a problem 
pregnancy, as well as for the aged, the alien, the hungry, the prisoners, all those suffering. When Our Lord 
said, "As long as you did it for one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me," He referred to all of 
these. And He referred to unborn children. 

     We call on all our brothers and sisters to increase their efforts to restore protection to the unborn child 
and to continue to work for justice and peace throughout all of society. 

Edward A. McCarthy  Charles B. McLaughlin 
Archbishop of Miami Bishop of St. Petersburg

Thomas J. Grady Rene H. Gracida 
Bishop of Orlando Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee

Paul F. Tanner 
Bishop of St. Augustine
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STATEMENT ON 

THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF

THE SUPREME COURT ABORTION DECISION

January 16, 1976 

    Thursday, January 22, is the third anniversary of the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States on the subject of abortion. This decision casts a somber pall over the Bicentennial 
Observance of the foundation of the American Republic. 

   Following the court decision, there has been a significant decline in the respect for human 
dignity. As the abortion of our unborn brothers and sisters increases; as the commercialization and 
promotion of abortion abounds; as the consent of husbands and of parents of minor girls is ignored we 
witness rising demand for hastening the deaths of those who are ill, retarded, aged; who 
require our care and attention; who have a right to our love and affection and sacrifices. In the two 
hundredth year of our national existence, we witness the right to life denied while the right to death is 
increasingly advocated. These conditions demand that all men of good will rise in concerted 
action to defend the right of each person to his life; a right that is God-given and therefore a right 
that is both inalienable and inviolable. 

   Abortion, sterilization, euthanasia, criminal violence, private and public plundering, individual 
and general lawlessness, are but the responses of a society which is unable to face the demands of 
an advanced and secularized civilization and which is unwilling to turn once again to God. 
Modern society is victimized by a corrupted concept of freedom. Too often freedom today is 
regarded as the will of the individual, the right of the individual to his own happiness without 
reference to others. The observable and predictable result is the clash of individuals. A society 
then emerges that is violent, asserting individual freedom while trampling upon the weakest, those 
who have no voice.

     This ethic, which so permeates our land, is repugnant to our Christian-Judaic heritage and to the 
basic principles on which this country was founded. Our efforts in pro-life education, public 
information, and pastoral care are presently being renewed and accentuated, on the state, 
diocesan and parish levels. We call on all Floridians to join in the one sure course now available to 
reverse the present direction of our society: the adoption of a Human Life Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. We pledge ourselves to work closely with all who concur. 

   We ask the candidates for nomination for the presidency, of both parties, to speak out on this 
issue, forthrightly and with clarity, so that the people of this State might have the opportunity to 
express themselves on this issue. Many issues are of great import this year, but this one must not be 
ignored. 

     Our united effort must be firmly based in our faith and in our commitment to God who told us 
that "whatever you did to one of these, my brethren, you did to me." 

Coleman F. Carroll  
Archbishop of Miami 

Charles B. McLaughlin 
Bishop of St. Petersburg 

Paul F. Tanner 
Bishop of St. Augustine 

Thomas J. Grady 
Bishop of Orlando 
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